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THEY MARCHED 
END 
YEARS 


And did they. 
atter four years 


20 


of slaughter? 


N this day 


twenty-five years 


-.- asks 
Andrew 
Stewart 


ago a British 


Government declared war on Germany. 


Followed four years of bloodshed and destruction, mass murder and 
waste of laboriously created wealth. 


Then, when all were tired, 


vindictive treaty, a cruel treaty, an impossible treaty. 


they made a treaty of peace. It was a 
“Peace with a 


vengeance,” as a cynical Frenchman said. 
Twenty-five years after, that treaty is in ribbons: Herr Hitler’s accomplishment. 


What of the aims of the War? 
gave their lives? 


Shall We Never 


Learn ? 


by the Plain Man 


"TWENTY-FIVE YEARS ago today Britain 

entered the War which was to end 
war, to make the world safe for democracy, 
to crush German militarism, and to safe- 
guard the rights of small nations. 

With the result that we are today pre- 
paring for another war to end war, to safe- 
guard democracy, to smash Nazi militarism, 
and to defend small nations. 

Shall we never learn that it just won’t 
work? 


* 


O* course, you may think I’m not playing 

fair, that we know that war cannot 
end war, but that all the same we daren’t 
Jet Hitler go on until ke dominates the 
whole of Europe. 

But do we know that war cannot end 
war? I do; perhaps you do, too. Unhap- 
pily some people don't. 

Listen to this, if you doubt my words: 

“TIT have heard people say that Britain would 
not fight for Danzig. Nobody is going to 
ask Britain to fight for Danzig. But Britain 


" may be asked to fight the dictatorships to make 


peace for ever certain, which is an entircly 
different situation.” 

Mr. Arthur Greenwood, Deputy Leader 
of the Labour Party, said that last week. 

So much for the Opposition, for a Party 
which professes to believe in the unity of 
the workers everywhere. 

What of the Government? There’s no 
doubt about their attitude, either. Time 
and again Mr. Chamberlain has told us 

(Continued on page 1) 


ON OTHER 
PAGES 
* 


ETHEL MANNIN on: 
Anti-Fascist Propaganda ,,, 
Editorial : 
“The Job We Have To Do”... 


Birmingham Tribunal: 
Full Report oie 


What of the ideals for which over 1,100,000 British soldiers 
Have they fared any better than the treaty which gave temporary rest to a 


weary world? Let’s see. 

We shall not concern ourselves with the economic and 
political undercurrents of the War. They were very real, 
and important; but the lads who went out to meet the 
foe knew nothing of them and cared less. It was, after 
all, ideals they were fighting for, 


* 


THE War, they were told, and they were convinced, 
“ was a war to end war. 


Mr. H. G. Wells is occasionally given the credit for 
inventing this inspiring slogan. 

Well, did it? Haven't we seen war in the Far East, 
in Abyssinia and in Spain; and aren’t we—or, our 
Government on our behalf—spending something like 
£2,000,000 a day in preparation for the next war? 


* 


HEY fought to make Europe safe for democracy. 


Well, did they succeed? Aren’t three-quarters of 
the people of Europe today—some 300,000,000 souls— 
living, not in democracies, but under dictatorships more 
powerful, more ruthless,.more dangerous than any that 
have existed in Europe since the days of Ceesar ? 

* 
"THEY fought to safeguard the rights of small nations. 

Well, again, did they succeed? 
passed into the thraldom of Italy, as has Albania. 
Austria and Czecho-Slovakia are now part of the German 
Reich. Spain has been torn between the two partners 
of the Axis. 

Whatever the War may have achieved, it certainly was 
not those ideals. . 

* 

ELL, what of it? 

Surely this. 

At a time like the present when the nations of the 
world are feverishly preparing for a conflict which they 
are in their sober senses afraid to contemplate, it is an 
obligation on every reasonable man to ask himself, and 


put the question to others: ; 
“ What assurance can J have that the next war will 


achieve the fine aims for which it will be fought, where | 


the last one so signally failed?” 

There can be no such assurance. The very nature of 
modern war is such that to participate in it means the 
surrender of all the ideals that men can be inspired into 
fighting for. 

Accordingly, the reasonable man must look around for 
some other way. Once set out on his quest I suggest he 
will not rest until he has found the pacifist way. 

It is a disturbingly novel way, an obviously difficult 
way, an apparently remote way... but it is the only 
way, if mankind is not to plunge back again into 
barbarism: if we are to progress steadily towards that 
new society in which ordinary folk can live in peace, in 
comfort and in brotherhood—the sort of society, in fact, 
in which ordinary folk can really live in the way that, 
deep down in their hearts, they long to live. 


Abyssinia has F 


HE WARNED THEM 
Keir Hardie, life-long pacifist and founder of the modern Socialist 


movement, addressing the crowd in Trafalgar Square after the 
declaration of war—August 4, 1914—twenty-five years ago today. 


Few listened. Below is a picture of the scene at a London recruiting 
office on the morning after the ultimation was sent to Germany. 


Look back over that quarter-century and answer the question at the 
bottom of the picture. 


THEY DID NOT HEED 
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Millions 


HE Labour Party brought a motion of 
censure against the Government in the 
House of Commons last week on the issue 
o: Old Age Pensions and the ability of the 
country to deal with the aged poor more 
generously. The Prim2 Minister promised 
that an inquiry would be made into the 
matter, and the motion was rejected by 
356 to 163. 


It was, however, left to Captain H. 
Crookshank, Financial Secretary to the 
Treasury, actually to “spill the beans” in 
a speech over the weekend. He said “we 
have to refrain from placing burdens upon 
our children and grandchildren—burdens 
which they cannot bear.” 


The Government does not look very will- 
ing to come to the assistance of the aged 
and infirm who are unable to provide 
acequately for their own bare necessities 
of life. A few extra shillings would make 
al’ the difference to them between spend- 
ing their declining years in relative happi- 
ness or suffering a dire poverty. Yet the 
Government can find, with comparative 
ease, vast sums for armaments which, in 
the main, only enrich the manufacturers. 

Now contrast all this with the new 
decree of the French Prime Minister, M. 
Daladier, which provides an inducement of 
about £18 for the first child born during 
tho first two years of marriage, in order to 
increase the birth-rate. This is a new 
method of securing cannon-fodder, but 
whether it proves to be effective remains 
to be seen. 


The women of the world may after all 
be the means of stopping war! 


French Decrees 


BESIDES this “family code,” M. Daladier’s 

Ministry was responsible last weekend 
for placing on the French Statute Book 
nearly ninety other decrees. These had 
been drafted and promulgated in record 
time. 


They contain powers which cannot be 
described as anything else but drastic, for 
they are the very antithesis of the idea of 
“Liberty, Equality and Fraternity.” 

The most important one prolongs the life 
of the Chamber of Deputies for two years 
until 1942; a general election was to have 
been held next year. 


The decrees also set up a General Com- 
missariat of Information. This will have 
control over broadcast news and general 
information, and exercise a censorship over 
cinematograph films, as well as generally 
directing the economic information and 
economic propaganda (presumably inspired 
Governmental statements), services for- 
merly attached to the Prime Minister’s 
Department. 


Thus the general enslavement of the 
ordinary man and woman to the war 
machinery of the State goes on. Is it any 
wonder that pacifists are constantly assert- 
ing how near we are to imitating the 
totalitarian States, in vesting an absolute 
authority in a few people—in our case prob- 
ably the inner Cabinet of about four? 


Here is preparation for war with a 
vengeance. We must be up and doing 
before it is too late. 


Cadets in 


Evening Institutes 


HE Sunday Times Air Correspondent 
wrote on Sunday that “the co-opera- 
tion between the London County Council 
and the Air Defence Cadet Corps will, this 
autumn, result in the Air Defence Cadets 
in London obtaining a large part of their 
training in Evening Institutes owned by 
the Council.” 

He thinks this is all the more interesting 
in view of the criticism levelled against 
the LCC for refusing to allow cadet units 
o. the OTC to be formed in their schools. 
Ain interesting poser for Mr. Herbert 


A Pacifist Commentary 


. PEACE 


for Arms, But Not for Pensions 


NEWS is 


Daladier’s Drastic Powers 


What Underlies the Recent LR.A. Outrages ? 


By 


Morrison! It seems a topsy-turvy state of Liberties issued a startling report about 


affairs. 

Anyhow, whether it be under a council 
with a Labour or a Municipal Reform 
majority, we should always deplore using 
the Evening Institutes for purposes which, 
while they may admittedly be described 
as instructive, could never be construed as 
educational. 


There are many inroads today being made 
by various educational authorities through- 
out the country into time which would 
normally be employed in more cultural 
pursuits than training for what are, after 


all, military objects. No wonder there is 


much speculation among leaders of moral 
instruction as to the ise of attempting now 
the inculcation of the higher and more 


noble aspirations of life into the public 


mind. But let us not become too dispirited; 
for rather should we become all the more 
convinced and bolder in our own affirma- 
tions. 


I.R.A. and Other 


Outrages 

F ever men went about a job in the wrong 

way, the members of the Irish Republi- 
can Army must be those men. 

Last week they excelled themselves by 
perpetrating two particularly horrible out- 
rages just as Parliament was considering 
how to deal with them. 


Needless to say, pacifists oppose any 
policy of killing people for any reason 
whatsoever. Like war itself, these bomb 
outrages are wicked and useless. 


But if the blowing-up of luggage rooms 
and of innocent people who happen to be 
in the neighbourhood is outrageous, so is 
the virtual blowing-up of hardly-won Bri- 
tish traditions of freedom. And that is 
what is involved in the Prevention of 
Violence Act, which became Jaw lasi week. 


The working of that Act depe::ds entirely 
on the Home Secretary—a course incon- 
sistent with all our traditions. Admittedly 
the Home Secretary has a big responsi- 
bility; but his difficulties could have been 
met without adopting the methocs of a 
dictatorship and allowing him to be police- 
man, judge and executioner in his own 
cause. 

Mr. D. N. Pritt, a Labour MP, described 
the Act as “outrageous” before it became 
law; in the House he put up a good case 
against it—and whatever one thinks of his 
politics, Mr. Pritt is a brilliant lawyer. 


He pointed out that if a man could fool 
a High Court Judge he could fool the Home 
Secretary. Yet that Minister stubbornly 
refused to allow cases to go before a High 
Court Judge, even with more elastic pro- 
visions for evidence than obtain in the law 
courts. 


And so another Act of Parliament has 
been added to the rapidly growing number 
of restrictions on liberties which took hun- 
dreds of year to gain. 


Negotiate with Eire 


MEANWHILE the Government makes no 

attempt to deal with the problem 
underlying these outrages—the partition of 
Ireland. 


Mr. de Valera himself condemned the 
activities of the IRA las week, and added: 

“Unfortunately the Government of Eire is not 
in a position to remove the causes that have led 
to the unfortunate occurrences in England.” 


"That Was clearly a hint that the British 
Government is in a position to do some- 
thing about the causes. 

Here are two things it could do imme- 
diately: 

1. Offer to discuss with the legal Government 


of Eire any problems that Mr. de Valera considers 


outstanding between the two countries; and 


2. Ask the Government of Northern Ireland to 


drop the repressive methods used for so long 
against advocates of a united Ireland. ~s 
Recently the National Council for Civil 


Northern Ireland, giving a picture of con- 


ditions similar to those in dictatorship 
countries. If the picture was false, the 
Government of Northern Ireland shouid 
welcome an inquiry by an impartial com- 
mission. If the facts are as bad as has been 
suggested, then there is clearly a case for 
drastic action. 


One thing is certain: repressive methods 
against terrorists who proudly face twenty- 
year prison sentences will not end the 
underlying trouble. 


Starvation in 
the Colonies 


THE first report of the Economic Advi- 


sory Council’s Committee on Nutrition, 
issued last week, should put an end to the 
notion that it’s the white man who bears 


the burden in our colonies. 


.Its chief conclusion is that malnutrition 


is widespread in the colonial Empire, the 
fundamental cause being the low standard 
of living. (For “malnutrition” read 
“ starvation.) 


This, of course, is the result of regarding 


the natives primarily as a source 0. cheap 
labour. 


Fortunately an opportunity occurs to 


change this attitude, now that Sir George 
Gater, former Clerk to the London County 
Council, has been appointed Permanent 


“Nothing is 
more certain ”’ 


| 
“JF war should come, whichever side | 

may claim the ultimate victory, | 
nothing is more certain than this— 
| 


that victor and vanquished alike 
would glean a gruesome harvest of 
human suffering and misery. 


“I do believe that this great funda- 
mental truth is beginning to get 
down to the minds of peoples and | 
rulers alike. 


“It is on that belief that 1 base my . 
hope that we may yet find a way of 
escape from the present nightmare 
and come once again into the sunlight 
of peace.”—Mr. Neville Chamberlain 
in Parliament on Monday. 


Objectors’ Rally in 
Birmingham 
Mr. A. Barratt Brown addressed a recent 
No Conscription League meeting in Bir- 


mingham on “ Conscientious Objectors and 
the Military Training Act” and gave 


many reminiscences of 1914 to °18, when he 


was chairman of the Birmingham branch 
of the No Conscription Fellowship. He 
called particular attention to the fact that 
the slogans and propaganda used in the 
last war were precisely the same as those 
in use today. 


Over 200 were present, and the meeting, 
which was presided over by the branch 
chairman, Mr. John S. Hoyland, served as 
a rally for the old and young COs. In a 
report read by the secretary it was stated 
that the branch now had 205 members and 
29 affiliated bodies. 


3,000 Children to take Peace Pledge 


Today, the anniversary of Britain’s entry 
into the last war, three thousand children 
from many countries will meet near the 
first war graves in Belgium and take a 
peace pledge declaring that there can never 
be war between members of the working 
class, and that throug: the working class 
alone will peace be secured. 

The children will be from the Co- 
operative Movements International Child- 
ren’s Camp at Wandre, near Leige. 


August 4, 1939 


“Observer” 


Secretary to the Colonial Office. His is not 
the only new appointment : officials whese 
outlook was very much that of the “ pukka 
sahib” are giving way to men whose ex- 
perience has been in the spheres of social 
service and education. 


Perhaps the “new broom” will sweep 
clean, and sweep th2 business interests 
right out of the picture. 


Nothing but good can come of a policy of 
putting the people before proftits—though 
doubtless the Government is aware of the 
danger, from its own viewpoint, of carry-~ 
ing such a policy too far. Carried to its 
logical conclusion, as it ought to be, it 
would mean an end of white rule altogether. 
(A disinterested offer to help in building up 
a system of social services, and so on, would 
be another matter.) 


It is strange, incidentally, that defondrs 
of the present order, who claim to look for- 
ward to natives’ gradual progress toward 
self-government, are generally only too 
eager to suppress any movements leading 
the native peoples toward self-goverr.ment. 


If this results from a belief that the white 
man’s rule is really beneficial. the report 
on nutrition should te22 them the uncom- 
fortable truth. 

* 


This commentary, in commoi with other 
contributions appearing in “ Peace News,” 
must not be assumed necessarily to repre- 
sent the views of the Peace Pledge Union. 


F.B.L. Support for 
World Federation 


SORMATION of a United States of the 
World, with the primary object of 
eliminating war, is advocated in the 
Business Barometer. published by the 
Federation of British Industries. 

“Tt is also hoped, that it would provide 
the conditions necessary for the resolution 
of the the more pressing international 
problems,” declares the Business Barometer. 


Renounce Sovereignty 


“The truth is that just as the future political 
security of the world seems to depend upon 
nations being prepared to renounce part of their 
national sovereignty, so the future economic 
well-being of the world appears to demand that 
economic individuals and nations should give up 
for the larger common good part of their 
freedom to behave individually as they please. 

~The world has never had to face before the 
colossal economic task of providing, in such a 
relatively short space of time, so vast a horde 
of people with the necessities of life and, in 
many cases, something much better than 
necessities 


Smaller Groups First 


“Everywhere the shackles of national 
sovereignty are progressively limiting the free- 
dom to co-operate internationally in the solution 
of this problem. “ 

“ Before we can hope to break these shackles 
and build again a unit wider than a nation, it 
is essential to realize that the new union must 
be based on a plan quite different from that of 
the old. 

“We shall need to be experimental and tenta- 
tiv: in our first approach. Grandiose schemes 
of world federation, for example, must be placed 
on the shelf while we experiment with smaller 
groupings” 


More N ewspapers Refuse 
Advertisements 


MORE cases of provincial newspapers 
refusing advertisements concerning 

advisory bureaux for conscientious objec- 

tors have been reported to Peace News. 


The Western Morning News, the Express 
and Echo (Exeter), and the Torbay Herald 
(Torquay), rejected advertisements sub- 
mitted by members of the Peace Pledge 
Union. The Torbay Herald also refused 
one sent by Torquay members of the 
Society of Friends. 
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5 Ye AS Aft C£ 2 Conscription Spreads 


DESPITE POLITICIANS, MUTUAL | 
FRIENDSHIPS CONTINUE 


UGUST 4, 1939.... what is the German man-in-the-street 
thinking today of the nation which, on August 4, 1914, entered 
the war against his own country ? 


There is evidence that, despite hate-mongering and misrepre- 
sentation on both sides, in many cases a mutual friendship still links 


Britons and Germans. 


Sometimes that friendship binds 
men who, just over twenty years| 
ago, were actually fighting on oppo-| 
site sides of No-Man’s-Land. 


Just such a friendship between two old 
soldiers shows itself in a letter which a 
Hanwell reader of Peace News has re- 
ceived from Germany. Here is an extract 
from it: 


“. . Your dear wife may rest assured that 
politics will never prevent me from maintaining 
my correspondence with my English friends. . 
‘It is a matter of great regret that we old 
soldiers from the last war cannot have a big 
voice at the conference table, instead of the 
financiers. I learned to know British soldiers as 
brave opponents in 1914, and I am sure the 
English soldicr does not look down on his Ger- 
man friends. 

“So many English people have visited Ger- 
many, even since the taking over of power by 
Hitler's forces. and have taken only the best 
impressions home with them, that it is quite in- 
comprehensible to me that we Germans and 
English cannot agree in politics. 


“We are, unfortunately, of two different 
nations, but we are nevertheless of the same 
race. Why should we always be nagging at each 
other and setting our children up against each 
other in bloody warfare ? 


“Both our nations lost so much good and 
noble blood in the War—why? Every nation 
has a right to live in this world, and that is 
something which ‘the upper ten thousand’ who 
sit in government should take to heart—no 
matter in what land they govern. They should 
ask themselves, "Why always war and never any 
understanding ?’” 


* Peace Service Handbook ” 
Welcomed 


A Sheffield reader recently received this 
postcard from a Berlin correspondent to 
whom he sent the Peace Service Handbook 
and some illustrated magazines: 

“Many thanks for the most interesting 
magazine and Peace Service Handbook. I am 
reatly very glad to have the latter. Would you 
piease send me a few more copies of the Hand- 
book tor distrbution among friends?” 

No-one would pretend that these ex- 
amples express the only point of view to 
be found in Germany. But they serve as 
reminders that friendship can link the 
peoples, whatever the rulers do or say. 


First New Zealand 
Pacilist Convention 


From a Correspondent 


CHRISTCHURCH, N.Z. 


MEETING under the shadow of conscrip- 
tion the first New Zealand pacifist 
convention held 


recently. 


was at Cambridge 

Our correspondent informs us that it is 
rumoured that the British Government will 
not give the New Zealand Minister of 
Finance his loan of £17,000,000 unless New 
Zealand adopts conscription. 


The Peace Pledge Union and_ the 
Christian Pacifist Society (together repre- 
senting about 550 New Zealand pacifists) 
combined forces to organize the convention 
which about 100 people attended. 


The various sessions were addressed by Mr. 
Laurence Pickles, the Rev. Martin Sullivan, Mr. 
Michael Young (Wellington PPU), Mr. C. R. 
Howell (Auckland Christian Pacifist Society) 
and Mr. A. C. Barrington (Secretary of the New 
Zealand Christian Pacifist Society). 


Three resolutions were sent to the New 
Zealand Government from the convention. The 
first urged the Churches to give a clear and 


unmistakable lead against all war and all pre-_ 


parations for war; the second expressed opposi- 
tion to any participation in war and a deter- 
mination to oppose conscription and the. third 
requested the Government to plan a generous 
immigration policy designed to mect the refugee 
position to the limit of the country’s capacity. 


in Four Lands 


RECENT decree makes military service 
compulsory for every Brazilian, in- 
cluding women, who in wartime will be 
liable for mobilization to serve in hospitals, 
industries, and other suitable employment. 
In future the right to hold a public office, 
to enter a liberal profession, or to obtain a 
passport, will be granted only on the pro- 
duction of military discharge papers. 

The period of compulsory military train- 
ing has been extended in Sweden, Switzer- 


land and Estonia. 

These facts are reported in the current issue 
of The War Resister. published by the War 
Resisters’ International, 11, Abbey Road, Enfield, 
Middlesex. 


Gandhi Urges Princes to Grant 


Reforms: Warns Them, Congress 


May Abandon Non-Violence 


T'OREMOST among the problems affecting the future of India is that of reforms 
in the Indian States ruled by the Princes. 


Foreseeing dangers ahead if a wise policy is not adopted in the States, Mr. M. K. 
Gandhi has set out what he considers is the minimum that the Indian Princes 
should guarantee in the way of reforms “in order to come into line with 
enlightened opinion in what is called British India.” 


z 


We print below the main parts of his 
statement, a short extract from which 


appeared in Peace News last week. 
*“ The opinion I arm about to give is only my 


time. But they cannot for all time. Some are 
reported to have said that after-all it was com- 
posed of banias who would show the white 
feather on a few knock-out blows on the head 
by the strong combination pictured abcve. I 


own and binds no one but me. 

“The minimum that all States, 
small, can give is: 

“1. Full civil liberty, so long as it is not used 
to promote violence directly or indirectly. This 
includes freedom of the press and freedom to 
receive newspapers which do not promote 
violence. 

“2. Freedom to the people of the States to 
form associations and educate public opinion in 
favour of establishing responsible government in 
their own States. 

“3. Freedom for Indians outside particular 
States to enter them without let or hindrance 
so long as their activities are not directed 
toward the destruction of the States in question.” 

(Item 4 dealt with limitaticn of the Ruler’s 
privy purse.) 

“5. Judiciary to be independent and per- 
manent and free of all interference. In order 
to ensure uniformity of practice and strict im- 
partiality there should be an appeal to the High 
Court of the Province within which the State 
in question is situated. This may not be possible 
without a change in the law governing the High 
Courts. It can, I imagine, be easily altered if 
the Stafes agree. 

“TI have purposely avoided reference to con- 
stitutional reform. This will depend upon the 
situation as it exists in every State. I should 
assume that where local public opinion demands 
it, the Ruler is bound to respond. 


great and 


Better Justice 


“The most contentious part of my minimum 
is perhaps the right of appeal to the High Courts. 
And yet unless some such arrangement is made, 
pure justice cannot be guaranteed in the States, 
whatever may be said to the contrary. This is 
one institution which the British have built up 
with patient care. 

“No doubt the High Court procedure is ex- 
pensive and far from expeditious. The poor of 
the land cannot reach it. The processes are 
cumbersome. Often the unscrupulous win. 

“With all their faults, however, and except 
where high politics have come in. the decisions 
of High Courts have been just and fearless. I 
can think of no easy and ready-made check save 
that of the High Courts on the vagaries, and 
sometimes subservience to the executive, of the 
judiciary in the States. 

“But I am not wedded to my solution. If 
something else equally effective can be devised, I 
should have no objection. 

“One thing seems to me to be clear. If the 
transfer of power from the Princes to the people 
is to take place without violence, and if the 
princes are to live as such, they will have tc 
adapt themselves to the changed circumstances. 
Very few people have faith in my plan, viz., the 
plan of Princes voluntarily parting with power 
and becoming real trustees. 

“The critics say it is Utopian and against 
human nature. I must advocate it so long as I 
believe in its practical possibility.” 

(Here followed the extract given lest week; 
the statement continued as follows): 

“The Princes would not solve the riddle by 
the proposed combination with 
Muslims, Scheduled Classes, and their own_sub- 
jects who are too cowed down to resist. It is a 
combination that is bound to break under its 
own weight. It is itself an inflammable mixture, 


Role of Congress 


“And a combination against whom? The 
Congress which seeks to represent all these, not 
excluding the Princes themselves? The Congress 
will die a natural death when it ceases to be 
national in every sense of the term. It has that 
unbroken tradition for the past fifty years. 
VAatever transformation it undergoes, it is the 
only constitution that .will succeed British im- 
perialism whose days as imperialism are 
numbered . 

“The Princes may ignore the Congress for a 


would like respectfully to point out that the 
Congress is not composed of banias who can be 
counted on one’s finger-tips. The millions who 
took part in the civil disobedience fights were 
not banias. I do not thereby mean to imply that 
they were desirous of giving blow for a blow. 
Many could. But they had forsworn viclence. . . 

“1 beseech the Princes not to underrate the 
Congress as a force in the country. Its policy 
still remains non-violent. I admit it is fast 
tending towards violence. I and a few of my 
companions are putting forth every effort in 
favour of non-violence. I ask the Princes, for 
their own sakes, and for the sake of the country 
that has given them birth, to throw in their 
weight in favour of non-violence ... 
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Refugees Thank 
P.P.U. For Aid 


LETTER FROM CZECH 
WRITER IN EXILE 


YF ETTERS from Czechs who have fled into 

Poland express their thanks for the 
help given them by the Peace Pledge 
Union through Mrs. E. M. D. Benjamin, 
who has been in Cracow helping to ad- 
minister such relief as there is to the 
refugees. 


“One of the best-known Czech writers,” 
who has just escaped from the “ giant Ger- 
man concentration camp” that was once 
his “dearly loved native country, our 
humane, democratic republic,” tells of the 
hardships from which some of them are 
refugees. 


“Their lives, their possessions are no 
longer secure in that so-called Protec- 
torate,” he writes. “Recently the intru- 
ders have issued an order compelling men 
and women to work for the German army. 
They can be sent to Germany for this pur- 


pose whether they wish it or not. 


Hundreds Flee 


“Across our frontiers hundreds of our 
people have fled Lecause their lives are in 
danger or because they are unable to en- 
dure any longer the moral and physical 
brutalities of the German intruders. It is 
not the first time in the history of the 
Czech people that we have been forced by 
persecution to fly from our country. 

“Most of them arrive without any means, 
without a change of clothing, exhausted and 
weary in body and soul. Their hopes of being 
able to earn their livelihood are remote. 

“Last September, in order to save the world 
from war, the Czech people were sacrificed. 
Our people suffer for the whole of humanity and 
they are richly deserving of all the help it is 


, possible to give them. We thank you very much 


for the help you have given us 2nd for your 
good will.” 


“We” refers to the Ccmmittee for the Relief 
of Czech and Slovak Refugees in Poland, whose 
chairman, Karel Bednar, in thanking Canon 
Morris far the £30 sent on behalf of the Peace 


Girasias, | 


Pledge Union, says: “We have no other moncy 


available. A fund has been started in America, 
but in the meantime we have to create our 
organization and do what we can for our 
people.” 
Refugees’ Needs 

The Kitchener Camp (Richborough, near 
Sandwich, Kent) would appreciate for 
refugees gifts of men’s clothing. used 
stamps, good reading matter, and pen- 
friends. 


A pen-friend is needed in particular for a 
32-year-old German, who has _ received 
secondary and commercial education and 
who is a bookkeeper by profession. He is 
“interested .in everything, provided it is 
not highbrow.” 


Guarantee Appeal Committee 


The secretary of the Refugee Guarantee 
Appeal Committee formation of which was 
reported in Peace News recently) is now 
Mr. J. C. Lindsay, 35 Weston Drive, Stan- 
more, Middlesex. 


(More Refugee News, page 7) 


HAVE YOU 
THE HOLIDAY SPIRIT ? 
IF NOT, WHY NOT? 


Holidays need money and happy are the Investors in the 
St. Pancras Building Society whose half-yearly interest 
enables them to enjoy the holiday of their choice, whether 
it be at home or abroad, on land or at sea. 

This privilege can be yours by investing in the £10 shares 
of the Society (which can be withdrawn in full at any time} 
whose generous rate of interest is FOUR PER CENT p.a. 
FREE OF INCOME TAX. 

The Secretary will 
lavestors 


forward the "Guide for 


on request, 


Society's 


e Managing Director: E. W. BALES 


ST. PANCRAS BUILDING SOCIETY 


ST. PANCRAS HOUSE, PARKWAY, N.W.1 
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WELSH PACIFISTS 


MAKE THEIR 
PEACE WITNESS 


As Ut 


Peace? 


asks Richard BISHOP 


Chairman, Undeb Heddychwyr 
Cymru 


w [fs it Peace?” 


The answer must be “ Yes,” and we 
must make it so. True, the Press and the 
radio are doing their best to discourage the 
stoutest hearts, for war and preparation for 
war is their perpetual story. But today in 
Wales there is a different story; already 
the young men have made a valiant stand, 
leading the whole country to witness for 
peace, 


Many denominations have spoken with 
weight against war, and not only. spoken 
against it, but renounced it. Again, there 
was that tremendous meeting at Caer- 
narvon, when more than 10,000 witnessed 
their determination to oppose conscription 
and pledged themselves to support the 
victims of the Military Training Act. 


Voice of Wales 


Empire Day at Pwilheli this year was 
dominated by another message, proclaimed 
on the streets, that the way of peace is the 
only solution. And the stirring address of 
Principal John Morgan Jones, as president 
of the Welsh Congregational Union, has 
stirred and challenged the whole of the 
Welsh Churches. 


From these evidences and many more 
like them we learn Wales has declared her- 
self for peace, and peace it will be if those 
who seek it are prepared to spend them- 
selves and their all in its cause. 


“He that would be a leader must make 
himself a bridge,” the legend of the Mabin- 
ogion, has its truth for us today, and surely 
we who are pledged to peace must be the 
bridge to new order from the chaos and 
tragedy of these dark times, and we dare 
not turn from this challenge, cost what it 


may. 
Join With Us! 


Peace cannot come by war and those who 
cry “ Peace” must remember that idleness 
is the honour of the sword and rust its 
glory, and there is no honour or glory in 
lyddite, thermite or high-explosive bombs. 


Thus it is that Welshmen have declared 
by the thousands that they have determined 
to serve Peace, Honour, Truth and Justice, 
and if need be to die for them; therefore 
they have renounced war and pledged 
themselves never to support or sanction 
another. 

I would ask all those who read these few 
words to find their place on the side of 
peace and join with us—Heddychwyr 
Cymru—in trying to be peace-makers and 
builders in the world today. IT IS PEACE! 


WAR AGAINST WAR! 


FOUGHT UNCS&ASINGLY BY THIS 
PHOTOGRAPHIC RECORD OF MAN'S 


STUPIDITY. 
“NIE WIEDER KRIEG” IS REALITY! 
(1/- plus 24d. postage) 
Kay’s Bookshop, Bramley, Nr. Guildford. 


Read the 
SOCIALIST CASE 
AGAINST WAR in 


«FORWARD ” 


Every Friday 2d. 
HONEST, FEARLESS, INDEPENDENT 


Send postcard for sample copy to: 
26, Civic Street, Glasgow, C.4. 
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All-Pacifist Issue of 
Welsh Magazine 


All the contributors in the August num- 
ber of the Welsh magazine Heddiw are 
members of the Peace Pledge Union. With 
this month’s issue, which will be on sale 
at the National Eisteddfod starting on Sun- 
day, the magazine begins its fourth year of 
publication. 

Though entirely independent of any 
party or movement, two of the three Welsh- 
men who publish it are members of the 
Peace Pledge Union and active pacifists; 
the third is a pacifist but not a PPU mem- 
ber. 

Two of them are also members of the 
Welsh Nationalist Party, the only political 
party in Wales that has voted at an annual 
conference against participation in all 
wars. 

Heddiw circulates throughout Wales, as 
well as among the Welsh communities in 
London (through Messrs. Foyle’s Welsh 
Bookshop) and Liverpool. Copies are 
also sent to North and South America. 
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“Tesu Nad 


Gamwaith!” 


By George M. Li. DAVIES 


President, Undeb Heddychwyr Cymru 


the ancient question “A oes heddwch?”—“Is it Peace?” as a 
preliminary to all generous contest and all fair competition. 


Long ago Cymro and Saxon, and even the Cymric clans themselves, were 
divided by feuds and factions, by hard oppression and furious revolt. At the 
Eisteddfod, peace was proclaimed, the great sword was sheathed, rivalries were 
sublimated to the gentler contests of music and poetry. 


\ T the Welsh National Eisteddfod men greet each other with 


Ideals in Jeopardy 


At the Eisteddfod the village poet Eben Fardd or Hedd Wyn might be 
crowned national bard. From the Eisteddfod, too, a man might bring back to 
his village high verse, great music, and a sense of the wider comradeship of 
the Cymry in North and South, East and West Wales. There, too, he learned 
to reverence talent in poverty and truth in minority—y gwiro yu erbyn y byd— 
and to profess his faith in the power of ultimate goodness; Iesu ndd gamwaith 
in face of the ancient wrongs of his race and the present evils of the world. 


Today all these ideals of the Eisteddfod—Peace, Truth and Faith—are in 
jeopardy. Fears and hates, terror and destruction are pressed on distracted 
peoples by propaganda. 


Old and New Paganisms 


In war the first casualty is the Truth. The fundamental faith of Christianity 
is challenged by the new paganisms in Russia, Germany and Italy, as well as by 
the old paganism that puts its trust in might and power—and stakes its faith in 
the violence of bombs and poison gas to preserve peace rather than in the teach- 
ing of Jesus Christ. In fact the peril has come to pass of which Rudyard 
Kipling, the poet of British imperialism, warned men: 


For heathen heart that puts her trust 
In reeking tube and iron shard, 

‘All valiant dust that builds on dust 
And guarding, calls not Thee to guard, 

For frantic boast and foolish word, 

Thy mercy on Thy people, Lord. 


The faith of our Cymric fathers, the hymns of our poets, the sufferings of 
our Protestant and Nonconformist ancestors, the traditions of the old Cenhad- 
neth Hedd of our prophets and preachers—John Penry, S.R., Henry Richard 
Puleston Jones, and the Christian courage of our boys, the mercifulness of our 
women, the spiritual liberty of our men—all these are imperilled by the drift 
to hatred and war. 


The desecration of our loveliest quietudes in Lleyn and Pembroke and the 
old Vale of Glamorgan by the boom of the bombing plane and the apostacy of 
Christ’s mercy are but part of the price of what the Prime Minister has called 
“ this madness ” of the nations. 


Some Still Stand Firm 


But in Wales there are ministers who continue to preach “the way of 
Peace,” and there are congregations who hear them gladly. There are 10,000 
from many religious communions and parties in Wales, and there are 100,000 in 
England who have signed the late Canon “Dick” Sheppard’s pledge to have 
no lot or part in the abomination of modern war. 

There are also in Germany 1,300 pastors who have suffered arrest or im- 
prisonment for preaching the Truth of the Gospel. There are minorities in 
every country who are standing in the midst of “this madness” for the things 
of Faith and Truth in the unity of the spirit and the bond of peace. 


Will you stand with them ? Will you answer for yourself the old Eisteddfod 
question “A oes heddwch?” Will you answer for yourself—so far as in you lies, 
the Eisteddfod prayer Iesu nar gamwaith, by joining Heddychwyr Cymru ? 
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byth gefnogi nac ategu_ yr un arall” 


Yr Eglwysi a 
Heddwch 


Gan Y Parch. J. P. Davies 


A™ eglwysi Ymneilltuol Cymru, ac yn 

fwyaf arbennig yr eglwysi yn y 
Gogledd, y gaffaf fi ysgrifennu’n weddol 
Soe 

Cyined rhyfedd ynglyn 4 Heddwch yn yr 
eeiwysi oedd y blynyddoedd ar 6l y Rhyfel 
Mawr. Caffai carwyr heddwch ddweud a 
fynnent am ddrygedd rhyfel,-a’r bobl fel 
pe’n mwynhau’r cwbl er heb gyffroi na 
ceffro fawr, nac yn wir ei gymryd | 
o ddifrif. Wrth weled y_ safle yn 
Ewrop yn gwaethygu, a ninnau adref mor 
Gdidaro, deffrodd yr heddychwyr yn yr 
eglwysi i geisio barn gyhoeddus sicrach yn} 
erbyn rhyfel. Yn 1930 pasiodd cynhadledd| 
Undeb Annibynwyr Cymru benderfyniad 
cryf “a chydymrwymwyd i wrthod popeth 
sydd a'i duedd at arwain i ryfel, a phopeth 
a fo’n gefnogol i ryfel mewn unrhyw fodd.” 
Yn 1932 pasiodd cynhadledd Undeb y 
Bedyddwyr benderfyniad tebyg, a galwai 
ar yr eglwysi “i annog a pherswadio ein 
dynion ieuainc i beidio ag ymuno 4a’r 
Fyddin, y Llynges na’r Liu Awyr.” 
Pasiodd y Methodistiaid Caflinaidd mewn 
tair Cymdeithasfa nid yn unig i “ wrthwyn- 
ebu pob rhyfel,” ond hefyd “i annog eu holl 
aelodau i beidio A buddsoddi arian mewn 
‘War Loan’.” Caed datganiadau cyffelyb, 
mi geredaf, gan y Methodistiaid Wesleaidd. 

Bu peth gwrthwynebiad i’r datganiadau 
hyn ar y tir nad oedd yr amser yn aeddfed 
a bod gan liaws o’n harweinwyr ymrwy- 
miadau bydol mewn cynghorau a chylch- 
oedd eraill a’i gwnai’n anodd iddynt fod yn 
{Iyddlon i'r penderfyniadau. Ond, fel y 
sylwodd un gweinidog, nid mater i’r eglwysi 
oedd penederfynu sut y gallai aelod fod yn 
deyrngarol i’r Wladwriaeth, eithr yn 
hytrach bod yn sicr o’'i theyrngarwch hi ei 
hunan i Grist. 

Er edliw i’r gwrthwyneb, ni bu'r 
eglwysi’n brin o drafod heddwch a phasio 
penderfyniadau. A thrwy hyn, er yr 
anffyddlondeb a’r annheyrngarwch, ambell 
dro o blith yr arweinyddion, meithrinwyd 
barn yr Eglwys yn erbyn rhyfel, a gellir 
dweud yn bendant fod ei safle heddiw yn 
hollol wahanol i’r hyn ydoedd yn 1914—18. 
Praw sicr fod y safle yn well yw y driniaeth 
a roddir i wrthwynebwyr cydwybodol gan 
y llysoedd cyfundebol. Cant bob swewr | 
gan y cyfundebau crefyddol yn y rhan| 
fwyaf o leoedd. Gwyddom hefyd fod llu 
eisoes wedi profi y safant pan ddelo dydd 
y gofwy. 


| 


Bomio ar y Sul 


Nid ywr lleill hwythau sy’n cefnogi' 
amddiffyvniad yn yr argyfwng presennol 
yn fodlon nac esmwyth ar eu safle. Y mae 
ar y rhan fwyaf ohonynt eisiau i’r eglwysi 
osgoi_ safle 1914-18. Gwrthwynebant | 
filitariaeth yn ei ffurfiau hagraf, megis 
gorfodaeth filwrol, ac y maent yn fwy, 
eithafol nag unrhyw heddychwr yn eu 
gwrthwynebiad i fomio ar y Sul ym Mhen 
Llyn. Gwyddant fod rhyfel yn bechod, ac 
y dylai’r Eglwys sefyll, ond ni chredant y 
dylent hwy sefyll ychwaith. Ysywaeth 
dechreuodd rhai ohonynt erlid y rhai sy'n 
sefyll. Ond gwneled y claear a’r difater 
ei waethaf, sefyll a wna‘r ffyddion, a bydd 
dydd y praw yn ddydd y puro yn hanes 
yr eglwysi yng Nghymru. Y mae crefydd 
eto’'n fyw yn y tir a bu ganddi ei 
merthyron ym mhlaid heddwch yn ystod y 
blynyddoedd diwethaf hyn. Nid yn ofer 
y llafuriasant i ennill Cymru i ras a thang- 
nefedd. 

Un gwendid yn y safle heddiw yw nad 
oes digon o gydweithrediad rhwng mud- 
jadau heddwch, yn arbennig felly yn yr 
egiwysi. Y mae’r gweinidogion ieuainc 
bron i gyd yn heddychwyr diamodau ac 
yn cydweithio’n egniol y tu mewn i'r 
gwahanol enwadau. Credaf fod yr amser 
wedi dod i Weinidogion y Gair a charwyr 
heddwch yn yr eglwysi i gydweithio yn y 
frwydr fawr hon ar yr un ffrynt. Troes 
cydweithrediad o’r natur hwn yn hanes 
gweinidogion Llyn ac Eifionydd yn ystod 
y misoedd diwethaf hyn yn ymgyrch fyw 
a chref o blaid Efengyl Tangnefedd. Ar 
6l profiad o rai degau o gyfarfodydd, credaf 
yn ddibetrus fod gwerin Cymru yn disgwy] 
am arweiniad ar y cwestiwn hwn. Tystia’r 
awdurdodau milwrol yn y cylchoedd hyn, 
mewn llwon a rhegfeydd, fod yr ymgyrch 
wedi llesteirio eu gwaith. Diolchwn 
ninnau am hyn, ac awn ymlaen i ddeffro’r 
bobl; ceisiwn godi ym mhob ardal ryw 
aelwyd, megis~cangen o Heddychwyr 
Cymru, neu ryw fudiad arall a fo’n lloches 
i'r erlidiedig, yn ysbrydoliaeth i’r frwydr, 
ac yn fangre cymod a thrugaredd mewn 
cymdogaeth. ; 


clearly ; to understand the 


and to pass it on. 


‘Keep the Torch Burning”’ 


urges Lady ARTEMUS-JONES 
(Vice-President, Undeb Heddychwyr Cymru) 


HE pacifist today can do no better service to his country and 
to mankind than to strive to serve truth at all costs, to think 


all, then to help to keep the torch of intellectual integrity burning 


When this madness of believing that steel and shot can cure 
the malady of men’s minds has passed, as pass it will, there will be 
need of men and women who have kept the clear vision, who have 
refused to blunt and warp their minds in the service of the machine. 

It may be that this time is not yet, but we can all even now tend 
the torch and encourage those who will bear it after us. 


working of his own mind first of 


Youth of Wales are 


“Peace Consetous ” 
says J. SELWYN ROBERTS 


(President, North Wales University College Students’ 
Representation Council) 


problem which arises from human relationship, and the first 


ai HE problem of the abolition of war overshadows every other 


thing that can be said, although it is difficult to speak in 
general terms, is that the young people of Wales are painfully aware 


of the mania of militarism that 
afilicts the world at the present time, 
and are in all seriousness trying to 
settle the problem for themselves. 


They are as yet only remotely aware 
that, unless mankind can find a substitute 
for war as a court of appeal in inter- 
national affairs, there will be no world to 
preserve and no problems to be solved. 

Now, Wales has always been a pacifist 
nation and it cannot really be anything 
else if it is to remain true to its religious 
and cultural traditions. And the youth of 
Wales, especially the young men, are in 
these anxious days trying honestly to settle 
for themselves, the issues involved in 
modern warfare, joining the army, for 
example, and becoming part of the aggres- 
sive machinery of the Totalitarian State. 


A Moral Choice 


I do not profess to speak with any 
finality on behalf of Welsh youth, but my 
own experience of the young people of 
Wales, as represented in the University of 
Wales is this: They are aware that the 
present political situation involves an 
ultimate choice—a moral choice, between 
the religious, ethical and cultural tradi- 
tions of their nation and countrymen, and 
the alien conventions of modern totali- 
tarianism. 

That is the moral dilemma of the intelligent 
young Welshman today. He is also called to 
preserve his country by preparing for its de- 
struction. That is his logical dilemma, but the 
most fundamental is the former. 

When the English Government decided to con- 
script my fellow-countrymen between the ages 
of 20 and 21 this year, they found more con- 
scientious objectors in Wales than anywhere else. 
That is significant, for it’ shows that young 
Welshmen are aware of the moral issues in- 
volved in conscription, tha: is, they were asking 
the right questions, an‘ more than that, giving 
the right answers. 

' Believe me, the youth of Wales is alive to the 
issues involved, and this is a moral advance, for 
this cannot be said of the majority of our friends 
in England, for example, who flocked (like lambs 
to the slaughter) to the registry offices. We are 
what we are, because we are the heirs of men 


lik: Samuel Roberts, Henry Richard and Thomas 
Rees. 


The Pacifist Minority 


But I do not believe that all the young 
people of Wales have realized th2 odious 
and inescapable truth that every road to- 
wards a better state of society is blocked 
by war, by threats of war and by prepara- 
tions for war, that modern warfare is the 
indiscriminate slaughter of men, women 
and children. 

Absolute pacifists are in a minozity in Wales 
(although their numbers compare favourably 
with other nations), and this is true of the four 
constituent Colleges of the University of Wales. 
Of the four colleges, Aberystwyth and Bangor 
have active branches of the Peace Pledge Union, 
while Cardiff, I am informed, has a growing 
pacifist population, which is as yet unorganized. 

I know nothing of pacifists in Swansea. if there 
are any. It seems to me that the youth of the 
North is far more alive to this grave and press- 


.ing problem than the youth of South Wales. Per- 


haps this is because South Wales is nearer West- 
minster and the Western Mail. Who knows? 

We in Bangor are fortunate in having close on 
a hundred signatories of the Peace Pledge Union, 
with many influential members of the staff giving 
their active support. We are, however, still a 
minority, for we have over four hundred 
students. 


What a Ballot Showed 


When the Military Training Bill was 
introduced in June, the Students’ Repre- 
sentative Council decided to have a ballot 
on the issue, as it was féit that this method 
alone would fairly reflect college opinion. 

A number of questions were asked on the 
voting paper, and the replies were interesting 
and, I believe, representative. 

One hundred and sixty opposed the introduc- 
tion of the Bill, and fifty-thrce supported it. 
Only thirteen, I am glad to say, were in favour 
of a more comprehensive scheme of military 
conscription, while seventy-nine objected on 
conscientious grounds. Ninety-three regarded 
the Bill as a potential danger to the liberty of 
the working classes, while sixty-eight believed 
the Bill to be a danger to Welsh nationality and 
culture. Sixty-four opposed all forms of State 
compulsion! 

The ballot indicates clearly the pacifist senti- 
ments of the students at the University College 
at Bangor. 

I am afraid that the same cannot be said of 
some of the other cslleges in that city. No 
meeting was called at the Normal College to 
discuss conscription; indeed, I doubt whether 
the authorities would have allowed the students 
to debate the issue, even if there were such a 
demand from the student body. 

As far as my own college is concerned, how- 
ever, the pacifists there are active propagandists. 
An interesting fact is that the four officials of 
the Students’ Representative Council for the 
coming session are signatories of the Peace 
Pledge. Fifteen of our men at Banger recently 
registered as conscientious objectors, and will 
soon be facing the Tribunal 

If the students at Bangor are representative 
of the youth of Wales. and I have reason to 
believe inat they are, then it can be said that 
young Wales is in direct line of kinship with the 
highest traditions of her past. 


Welshmen Who Have 
“ Betrayed ” Their 
Land 


WELSHMAN in California, J. Williams 

Hughes, writing in a Welsh paper, 
severely criticizes those Welshmen who 
have “betrayed” their fellows by sup- 
porting conscription. 

“It would be far better to see every 
church and chapel in Wales opened as a 
registry office of men and women who are 
prepared to suffer imprisonment rather 
than submit to militarism,’ he writes. 

“Tf practical Christianity and common 
sense make an impression anywhere, 
should it not be in Wales above all lands? 
The millions of workers in Europe are 
expecting the breaking of the dawn of 
common. sense; a united Wales on the 
question of conscription might be the 
means to scatter the clouds.” 


Welsh Women 


and Peace 
By ANNIE HUMPHREYS 


POIGNANT old Welsh 
A song commemorates a royal 

mother who refuses to shelter 
her son as he returns home for a 
respite from battle. She declare 
that she would prefer to welcome his 
corpse than receive back a cowardly 
son. 


This story belongs to an age when Wales 
spent much of her best life-blood on the 
battlefield, but it was at least an age when 
women sent their men to combat profes- 
sional armies; today we shall be sending 
them to pour fire and famine and death 
over other women and children. Today 
the hearths of the people in every land 
have become the enemy’s first target. 


Perhaps the greatest lie of all the many 
lies that are still told us, is the one which 
says that the women and children of a 
country can be “defended” by the 
methods of modern totalitarian war. Yet 
we have the too recent bitter story of 
Spain and China to prove that civilian 
populations will henceforth be primary 
objects of attack—by bombers “ which will 
always get through.” And still many men 
and women too, accept this present mad 
armaments race and the whole “ prepara- 
tions” scheme, in such a pathetic faith of 
“ defensibility.” 


Women Can Decide 


We women of this generation have a 
great opportunity to deny this falsehood. 
Already, we have a painful story to tell— 
of certain insecurity, and constant dread 
of war. We see that no sowing of arma- 
ments “for our defence,” can possibly reap 
the harvest of peace and well-being which 
are essential to the atmosphere of home. 


And are. we, the women of Wales, to count 
ourselves as so much more worthy of survival 
than the women of another country? We must 
declare to the whole world that we will not 
have our men kill other women; that we will 
not have our sons slaughter other women's 
children in the false name of our defence. For 
we know that the ordinary men and women of 
every country wish only to live their lives in 
peace, and let others do likewise. 

This must be our challenge to the forces of 
greed and pomp in our own country as in every 
other. We women are pledged to confirm the 
solidarity of the whole human family, for are 
we not the life-givers of our race? It is ours 
to be ever striving to preserve and enrich life 
and not to destroy and desecrate it 

Have you considered, too, that the progress of 
equality between the sexes demands of us a new 
conception of our role? After all, why should 
our menfolk be sacrificed for us? - 

Rather must we seek to share in any sacrifice 
for the welfare of humanity. For ultimately we 
are as guilty or as innocent as they, and both 
men and women have a responsibility greater 
than their mutual preservation—it must be for 
the children that we strive for a better warld! 


Youth Pays the Price 


If there be any meaning left in the word 
“defence” today, it must be our task to 
defend the youth of every land. Yet what 
has been the sad story of the ages? Do 
not the greybeards ever demand that the 
younger generation pay for their sins? It 
is the babes of 1918 who are regimented 


today—to make restitution for the authors 
of “ Versailles”! 


But this tradition must die. We women have 
no right to bring children into the world at all 
unless we in this generation can make a world 
worthy to receive them. It must be a-world in 
which they may find the good life and be given 
a spam of years to achieve it. We shall hence- 
forth be unworthy of our chidren unless we 
demand that our governments enlist the service 
of our youth in the service of every human 
family the world over. 


How can we ever achieve such a revolution’ 
Certainly not by confining ourselves to domestic 
walls, but by taking as active a part as our 
menfolk in all the aflairs of our community, bv 
using our “vote” with the fullest sense of 
responsibility, by witnessing ceaselessly—in word 
and deed—to the way of peace amongst men. 


BLACKOUT 


A special leaflet for distribution 
before ARP blackouts is obtainable 


from the Peace Pledge Union, 6 
Endsleigh Street, W.C.1,- price 6d. 
per 100 (postage 3d); 4s. per 1,000 
(postage 10d.) 
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PEACE 


N an article on nationalist pre- 

judice and propaganda in a recent 

issue of Plebs, Dr. Conze reminds 
us that in 1915 Rudyard Kipling 
observed in the Morning Post that 
“however the world pretends to 
divide itself, there are only two 
divisions in the world today— 
human beings and Germans.” There 
must have been many young people 
like myself growing up during the 
War in the belief that Hun was 
another name for German. 

Qn the 25th anniversary of that last 
“just” world war the world is again 
sharply divided in popular estimation; 
there are Fascists and anti-Fascists, and 
the Fascists rapidly taking the place of the 
wicked “Huns” in the working-up of the 
mass-hate which is a necessary prelude to 
war, with Hitler replacing the Kaiser as 
the villain of the piece, and Danzig as the 
space between two blades of grass cver 
which the two breeds of ants will murder 
each other by the million—for the sake of 
national “honour,” and, though it will not 
be mentioned, vested interests. 


A Warning Ignored 


A few years ago Dr. Conze was a voice 
crying in the wilderness on the dangers of 
anti-Fascist propaganda; the few of us who 
adopted a similar line at the time have 
had the gloomy satisfaction—if it can be 
called that—of seeing the prophetic warn- 
ing fulfilled and anti-Fascism degenerate 
' slowly but with a horrible sureness into 

anti-Germanism. 
a It is as important as ever it was to be 
} _alive to Fascism as an evil, a militarist, 
liberty-destroying, and Imperialist evil; 
but the time has gone by when it could be 
if criticized dispassionately as an undesirable 
political regime; and anti-Fascism today 
means anti-Hitler; anti-Germany; anti- 
Fascist propaganda today is too easily con- 
fused with the hate propaganda with which 
politicians from the Right down to the so- 
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" called Left, in unholy alliance wit’: the 

my popular press, beat the drums of war once 
| more. 

There was a time when, as a protest 
4 against the persecution of the Jews and 
the suppression of the working-class 
{ (socialist and trade union) movement, anti- 


Fascists might reasonably refuse to set foot 
in Fascist countries; to advocate such a 
t r boycott today is highly dangerous, since it 
+ can only contribute to the rapidly growing 
~ spate of nationalist hate, and in terms of 
. destruction, suffering and horror war is an 
infinitely greater evil for humanity than 
the spread of Fascism. In other words, a 
A war to smash Fascism would be a greater 
disaster for the masses than the thing it 
set out to destroy—and with no guarantee 
of achieving its end. e 


* 


GERMAN militarism was smashed nearly 

twenty-one years ago—and rises today 
more powerfully and menacingly than 
ever, labelled Fascism. 

Fascism existed in the world long before 
the nineteen-thirties found a name for it; 
the peasants and industrial workers under 
the Tsars knew a form of Fascism, and the 
coloured peoples of the British .nd French 
Empires have always known Fascism; in 
this country today we have Fascist mea- 
sures—the Sedition Act, the Trades Dis- 
putes: Act for making a general strike 
illegal, and now Conscription. 

The sincere anti-Fascist knows very well 
that Fascism is not a Continental product 
of which Messrs. Hitler, Mussolini and 
Franco have the monopoly; he knows that 
q these dictators are effects not causes, and 
a that the real anti-Fascist struggle is a 

struggle not against Germany and her 
: allies but against a system which is not less 
' corrupt and dangerous for assuming the 
mantle of a so-called democracy. The true 
5 


anti-Fascist struggle is a struggle against 

} our own _ statesmen Chamberlain, 
} Churchill, Anderson, Duff Cooper, Eden— 
and inseparably bound up with the whole 
international revolutionary struggle for the 
overthrow of the  capitalist-imperialist 
system, beginning with the British Empire. 
War which might or might not. smash 
German and Italian Fascism would cer- 
tainly open wide the gates for it in this 
country and in France—where, indeed, it 
is already well within the gates. Observe 


Sg nw 


{ how the mere preparation for war begins 
that regimentation of the masses which is 
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ETHEL MANNIN cautions: 
AntiFascist Propaganda 


Is Dangerous! 


an integral part of what we understand by 


Fascism. 
€ 


Hypocritical Propaganda 


Even in the days when it was possible to 
attack Nazism without contributing to war- 
mongering propaganda, such attack was 
always hypocritical unless it was related 
to Fascism in terms of capitalism and im- 
pelialism generally; Germany could be 
pointed to as the horrid example of what 
might very well happen here or in any 
democracy in which the working-class 
movement is without militancy, but the 
sincere anti-Fascist was always aware 
that the real Fascist danger was not from 
Nazi Germany alone but from the ruling 
classes everywhere. 

Anti-Fascist propaganda of the purely 
anti-Nazi variety was never either reason- 
able or fair, and today it is definitely 
dangerous because it contributes to the 
war mentality which thrives on the theory 
that the smashing of Nazism will somehow 
make the world safe for something called 
democracy, with supreme disregard for the 
fact that for the teeming millions of Africa 
and India democracy does not exist and 
never has and so long as the present system 
persists never will. 


* 


"TYPICAL of dangerous current propa- 
ganda is a film with such a title as 
Confessions of a Nazi Spy. I am told that 
it is a good film, a good story and based on 
reality, and full of good acting; this may 
be so but does not to my mind alter the 
undesirability of such a film being released 
at this critical juncture. During the last 
Great War all spies of the stage and screen 
were Germans, “Huns”; today the old 
stories are brought up to date and the spies 
are all “Nazi agents.” 
France has already had an attack of 
“ spy-itis "; there are stories going round 
of spy-hunting amongst the Germans in 
this country, and signs of reaction against 
these German residents, whatever their 


Editorial 


reasons for being here, whether as refugees 
or not, a reaction which can very easily 
develop into the 1914 anti-Germanism. 

The Peace Pledge Union, as we know, 
has been accused of disseminating Nazi 
propaganda, the Independent Labour Party 
during the Spanish War and during the 
Soviet purges was frequently dubbed 
Trotsky-Fascist, and the Arab Nationalists 
are accused of being Nazi agents. 

The label “Fascist” is altogether too 
freely applied in these days, and it is a 
straw which shows which way the wind 
blows. Anti-Fascist propaganda in terms 
of anti-Nazism has been over-done; there 
are far too many people who have got what 
they believe to be anti-Fascism, but what 
is in fact nothing more than anti-Hitler- 
ism, on the brain. Nothing has contributed 
so much to the current war-mentality of 
the masses as this rabid anti-Fascism which 
takes no note of any but the German and 
Italian brands. 


Jews’ Responsibility 


The intensity of Jewish racial feeling, 
and Jewish interests vested in Big Business 
and the Press, necessarily contribute very 
heavily to this smash-Hitler brand of anti- 
Fascist propaganda. 

The thinking non-Jewish worker knows 
very well that he has more to gain by 
fighting Fascism in his own country than 
by fighting Hitler for the protection of 
vested interests whether Jewish or Aryan, 
that indeed he has nothing to gain and 
everything to lose—including his life—by 
murdering German workers in the attempt 
to destroy Nazism. 

The racial feeling of the Jew is such that 
he might perhaps be forgiven a certain 
blind spot which makes him prepared to 
plunge the world into mass-slaughter in 
the hope of destroying an evil which per- 
secutes his race; though there are Jewish 
workers who have imagination enough to 
be socialist-pacifists first and Jews only 
secondarily, who are class-conscious as 
opposed to being merely—and dangerously 
—race-conscious. 
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* 
Ethel Mannin is the 


28th contributor to our 
“Speaking Personally ” 
series. This is the first of 
three articles. 


* Speaking Personally’ is an 
open forum for the free expression 
of opinion on topics of current 
interest. 


Previous contributors have in- 
cluded Arthur Wragg, Laurence 
Housman, Lord Sanderson, Vera 
Brittain, John Middleton Murry, 
Max Plowman, Lord Ponsonby, 
Leonard Barnes, Richard Gregg, 
Rose Macaulay, Prof. G. E. G. 
Catlin and J. D. Beresford. 

Next in the series will be Dr. R. 
H. Thouless, of Cambridge 
University, the well-known psy- 
chologist. 


iy Andrew Stewart 


THE JOB WE HAVE TO DO 


] SHALL follow with interest and sympathy the progress of 

the new group within the Peace Pledge Union which was 
formed last Sunday at Chiswick, “specifically for propaganda 
purposes,” as its organizer, Mr. John Priest, stated in Peace 
News last week. 


I am al! for encouraging those members of our movement 
who feel that the PPU does not wholly satisfy their needs in 
the way of peace service. I welcomed the formation of the 
No Conscription League because it afforded an opportunity, which 
the PPU could not, to those of our number who felt that con- 
scription hac. to be fought as part of preparation for war and 
as a further step towards totalitarianism. I have similiarly 
given my support to the recently formed National Association 
Against Unemployment, which seeks to rouse public opinion to 
a vivid realization of the living tragedy that is the existence of 
the workless. I have, again, long hoped for the formation of 
a “Save the Refugees” Association, which would fire th_. public 
imagination with the plight of these outcasts of Europe and our 
moral responsibility for their rescue. 


But when all that is granted, it only throws into higher 
relief than before the indispensable nature of the PPU, the 
breathless urgency of the task confronting it, and the suitability 
of its present organization for the accomplishment of that 
purpose. 


The job of the Peace Pledge Union is to make impossible, 
at least for this country, the war for which all the great nations 
of the world are preparing and which may well become 
inevitable if a halt is not soon called to the mad race in arms. 


The difficulties confronting all who have this aim are 
immense. ' There is the prevailing public ignorance and apathy. 
There is the rankling resentment at Hitler. There is the short- 
ness of the public memory; the numerical weakness of the paci- 
fist movement; the extraordinary power of the modern State 
propaganda machine. 

On the other hand, there is evidence of a deep and wide- 
spread desire for peace, and of the fears of statesmen of the 
possible consequences to them of war on the modern scale. And 
there is the unanswerable nature of the pacifist case. 


ways of settling international disputes. 


The prospects are at the moment, I must confess, pretty 
grim, but we must, in this uneasy and semi-crazy world, be pre- 
pared for such times of apprehension, such days of tension, 
whether they are followed by Munichs or not. 


So long as the bombs aren’t actually dropping it is still 
“peace,” and in “peace” lies our opportunity. 


I take :: that the task of this new group will be to study 
how this opportunity may be better employed than at present. 
This will be a really useful enterprise. 


I shall be particularly interested to know if they discover 
some really effective and hitherto untried method of convincing 
ordinary folk that they can stop war if they want to, since war 
is only possi»le with their wholehearted co-operation; for this 
seems to me to be the strongest practical peg for the pacifist 
argument today. 


For the first time in human history it is possible for 
ordinary folk to sabotage war and end it for ever. Science, in 
the shape of the »ombing aeroplane, has brought this boon. 
War is no longer a pseudo-romantic affair of knights going out 
to do battle, or hand-to-hand encounters in No Man’s Land. It 
is nothing more or less than the suicidal impact of whole 
populations. 


From the day they are born until the day they die, every 
man, woman and child is in the firing line. And there they must 
be reliable, just as th2 soldier at the Front must be reliable. 
Hence the past few years’ succession of civil “defence” 
measures; hence ARP, national service, schedules of reserved 
occupations, evacuation and billeting plans, and the like. What 
is called “ civilian morale” is as important for waging a modern 
war as bombing planes and men to man them. 


Well, it seems ludicrously obvious to me that if ordinary 
folk must co-operate to make a war, there can be no war if that 
co-operation is withheld. If ordinary folk “contract out” in 
sufficient numbers statesmen will be compelled to seek other 
To secure that mass 
withdrawal is the prime task of the Peace Pledge Union, and the 
most important job waiting to be done at the present time. 


——— 
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Should Britain Shelter Men and Pacifist™Pirate” 


Seventy percent. of the 
British people would 
give her asylum... . 


... but the majority of them demand re- 
strictions on the entry of refugees to safe- 
guard the British worker and taxpayer. 


Yet, as is shown in the next column, 
there are sound practical reasons for 
giving asylum to Europe's hunted thou- 
sands, 


In the case of the Czech refugees—one 
of whom is shown in this picture by 
Philipp Paneth—Britain has a direct re- 
sponsibility, for they became homeless as 
a result of the Munich Pact, which was 
hailed as saving us the horror of another 
war. 


Shall We Never 


Learn ? 


(Continued from page 1) 
that if he thought any nation was seeking 
to dominate the world by force, he would 
resist by force. 

“To make peace for ever certain. . .” To 
prevent the domination of the world by 
force’.22 

Shall we never learn? 


* 


COME-ONE-—I forget who—once said that 
you can’t get rid of cannibalism by 
eating cannibals. Well, neither can you 
get rid of militarism by killing militarists. 
To beat the militarists at their own game 
you've got to become better militarists than 
the enemy. Which is a silly thing to do if 
you really object to militarism so much 
that you’d die to end it; for you end by 
turning yourself into the thing you hate, 
and you probably die in the process. 

There must be a more sensible way out. 
Perhaps the first thing to do is to sit down 
on this August 4 and think out what we 
really want to do. 


* 


IF we really want to end war, then the 
lesson of August 4, 1914, is that we 
simply can't do it by preparing for war, by 
threatening to go to war, or by making war. 
Once having made up our minds on that, 
things will be a little easier. We shall 
know what we want to do, and we shall 
have entirely ruled out one way of doing it. 
Now what is the opposite of making war 
—surely it’s making friends? And as, in 
war, the people we attack are simply the 
ordinary folk in another land, just like 
ourselves, so in making peace we've got to 
concentrate on them. 

We must tell them what we're out for, 
and prove to them that we’re in earnest. If 
we've already given up preparing for war, 
it won’t be difficult to prove our sincerity. 


* 


WAJHERE we go from that point is a mat- 
** ter for other writers in this paper. 
They tell you how we can work out in prac- 
tice this idea of making friends—and so of 
building peace. 

But it’s up to you and me, the Plain Men 
everywhere, first to make up our minds 
whether we really want peace. 

If you’re in doubt, remember August 4. 
1914, and the four years of slaughter that 
followed; remember how useless it all 
proved. Arfd~ask yourself if there’s any 
sense in going through it all again—for the 
same objects, remember, and with as little 
chance of achieving them... . 

Well, have you learnt the lesson of 
August 4? 


Women on the Run 


9 Radio Heard 


‘lin London 


From a Correspondent 


REPLY TO DEMAND FOR BARRIERS PM itegaias been heard by "short 


AGAINST THE REFUGEES 


wave radio listeners in London and the 
Home Counties on recent Sunday evenings. 
The programmes, which have lasted for 


“ Should refugees be allowed to enter Great Britain ?” about an hour, have included a commen- 


EVENTY percent of a representative cross-section of the British 

public answered ‘‘ Yes” to this question in a survey conducted 

by the British Institute of Public Opinion ; twenty-six percent 
said “ No,” and four percent had no opinion. 


NNOUNCING this result on Monday, 
the News Chronicle (which holds 
exclusive rights to publish results of the 
surveys conducted by the Institute) re- 
ported that, of those answering “ Yes,” 84 
percent thought there should be restrictions 
on entry to safeguard the British worker 
and tax-payer. 


Conflict of Opinions 


Recalling how racial, political, and 
economic hatred and persecutions have in 
the past few years created the problem of 
the refugee, the News Chronicle declared 
that “to deny them asylum entirely would 
be inhuman: to admit them freely to 
countries already suffering from unemploy- 
ment, already heavily taxed. might be to 
put even greater burdens on social services. 


“This conflict between the humanitarian 
and the practical in dealing with the 
refugee problem is strikingly illustrated in 
the results of the latest survey taken by 
the British Institute of Public Opinion,” it 
continued. 


} 


Fear of Competition 


“Fear that the refugee—possibly with a 
lower standard of living—might compete 
unfairly with the British worker was the 
main factor determining the opposition of 
those—some 26 percent of the total—who 
declared themselves against allowing re- 
fugees into Britain. 


“This was evident from their comments, 
particularly from men and from those in 
the lower income bracket in which the 
groups opposition reached its highest pro- 
portions. 


“The fear that refugees might become a 
burden on an already heavily-taxed com- 
munity was not so apparent, for the higher 
and middle income groups—who might be 
expected to feel most concern about this 
aspect—were the two groups most strongly 
in favour of allowing entry. 


Practical Advantages 


“There was little support, averaging only 
about 10 percent of the number questioned, 
for a policy of allowing immigration freely 
without safeguarding restrictions. 


“Comments made to the Institute’s field- 
workers showed that the strongest motive 
influencing the vote in favour of allowing 
refugees to enter this country was humani- 
tarian. 

“There was evident, also, among many a 
realization of the practical advantages to 
Britain of the new brains, new skill and new 
energy which refugees of high type might 
bring.” 


' 


Answers to Doubters 


From New Zealand comes an answer to 
the doubts of those who fear the conse- 
quences of unrestricted asylum for men and 
women on the run. 


An appeal sent to members of that 
dominion’s Parliament by the Wellington 
branch of the New Zealand Peace Pledge 
Union, asks them “to press for immediate 
action by the Government for the large- 
scale admission of European refugees into 
New Zealand.” 


They point out that not only is such 
action called for on grounds of humanity, 
but that it would be of benefit to the 
dominion itself. In particular, they give 
the following facts in support of their 
appeal: 

“(1L) The terrible plight of more than a 
million men, women and children who are now 
refugees. : 

“ (2) On the grounds of humanity alone, apart 
from ethical. religious or principles, New Zealand 
should act without delay and with the utmost 
benevolence. 

“ (3) As an extremely underpopulated country 
with undoubted resources of expanding p:pula- 
tion and industry, New Zealand should accept 
readily the opportunity of acquiring large 
numbers of people of good character, eager for 
hard work and full citizenship, who have been 


tary on the news of the week, a feature en- 
titled “ The Other Side” (presenting points 
of view which do not receive publicity in 
Britain), and music. Broadcasts have 
started at 9.30 p.m., on a wavelength of 
about 48 metres (6.20 megocycles). 


The “ Good Ship Pax ” 


iit . A novelty of the programme is that the 
Se rt of the British Empire, 
auc eee atrins of the earth, we have a broadcasters announces themselves as the 
grave responsibility to act quickly ourselves and Crew of “the good ship Pax”—each one 
to persuade other parts of the Empire to do the; being given a rank, such as “Skipper,” 
same. “Second Mate,” and so on. 
“ (5) British countries and British stocks have On some occasions the signals have been 


pclae ee Sea Ae tie weak, but lately the staticn appears to have 
especially of religi a : : : 
industries have been developed and economic increased its power. 

Itlegal Broadcasts 


life greatly improved by new ideas, new methods 

and greater elasticity of labour. That large- 4 

scale settlement is possible with beneficial results An announcer during a recent broadcast 

may be seen within recent times in the repatri-|WasS understood to admit that the trans- 

ation of over a million-and-a-quarter refugees; mission was illegal. He claimed, however, 

in Greece. that though it was looked upon by the 
“ (6) Refugee immigration, by supplying new! authorities as “against the national in- 

demands for ccnsumable goods and capital, terest to speak as we speak,” it was “ not 


improves internal trade and creates employment ‘ : ; Shaka 
and does not increase unemployment, as is popu- | against the interests of ordinary individuals 


larly supposed. For example, the British Home|who wish to live at peace, who wis to 
Secretary satisfied the House of Commons a few} understand the other side, who wish to give 
months ago that 11,000 refugees who had settled| their fellow man a fair deal.” 
in England had provided direct employment for + gs : 
15,000 Englishmen. This estimate was no doubt Other pacifists, besides myself, who have 
conservative, and does not include indirect | heard the programmes, have no doubt in 
benefits. their minds that the secret broadcasters in- 
“(7) We have a special responsibility with , tend to spread genuine pacifist propaganda. 
regard to Czech refugees, in that we are a part M 
of the British Empire which, rightly or wrongly, Reported in the Press 
aided in the subjection of their country to! The station has been reported in the 
Germany, thereby precipitating the persecution press twice during the past week 
of many thousands in Czechoslovakia. : sua rr 
5 - . On Friday a paragraph in “The Star 
(8) To neglect the claims of the refugees, to Man’s Diary” (in the London Star) told of 


turn a deaf ear to their desperate appeal, or],; fe a 
even to delay large-scale action on tteir behalf,| 4 great deal of curiosity among short- 
wave listeners” concerning the new 


is to condone and indirectly support the actions 
station. 


oF no who ey pach men, women and 
children into a condition worse than that of “Judging by the nature of its broad- 
beasts o rden— ‘i ; mass 
shelter? mci ceetonntle cere en were na with casts,” continued The Star, “ the authorities 
a ferocity scarcely equalled in the most bar-| Will be on its track, for amateur transmit- 
barous phases of recorded history. ters’ licences cover a strictly limited sphere 
“(9) We are certain that the general public)Of broadcasts for experimental purposes: 
propaganda is not allowed.” 
In the August number of the Short-Wave 


would rally wholeheartedly to support a vigorous 

national scheme ; and we pledge our own support 
Magazine appeared a report of test broad- 
casts by ‘an _ unidentified newcomer,” 


to the fullest extent of our powers in whatever 
whose call sign “ appears to be Pax.” 


work or other assistance such a scheme might 
Hugh Bingham 


entail.” 
ee " the transfer of the Sanjak of PRATT ate yale RE pcos 
exandretta from France to Turkey. _ |who recently died in Palestine. They feel 
_ Though 200,000 Armenians are now living] this would be of interest to some of his 
in Turkey, without persecution, the | fellow-workers in the Peace Pledge Union. 
refugees from Alexandretta fear to live] Mrs. Pollard, of Dawes Mead, Leigh, 
with the Turks owing to memories of| Surrey, will gladly send copies to anyone 
massacres of Armenians twenty years ago.| who applies. Threepence should be sent 
(Continued on page 9) to cover cost of postage, &c. 


HOW THE FIRST TRIBUNAL 
WORKED 


By a Peace News Reporter 


reared and educated at the expense of other 
countries instead of our own. 


30,000 More Refugees 


Thirty thousand Armenians have now 
been added to the world’s refugees, as a 


It seemed very much, in fact, as if the tribunal 
was determined to make any exemptions condi- 
tional, and that the 20 applicants summoned to 
appear last week (of whom two did not turn up, 
their cases being adjourned) had been chosen 
‘ ’ , with a view to trying cut that idea. 

FTER hurried preparation and with ag for the conditions themselves, their choice 
practically no notice to the public, the clearly depended upon the applicant’s occupa- 
first Tribunal to hear applications from tion. Roughly speaking, if it had anything to 


: Z ‘ s Oy .. do with metal, its continuation during the period 
conscientious objectors under the Military of one year’s provisional registration was made 


Training Act met in Birmingham last the condition. Otherwise the condition of such 
Thursday. (A full report of the proceed- registration was that during the same period the 
ings begins on the next page). conscientious objects should spend six months at 


Less than a week’s notice was given to * Ministry of Labour camp. 


some—if not all—the applicants. Old ’, 

The chairman, Judge Longson, announced that Followi C.G.s Comment eee, 
Birmingham was anxious to start work as soon Ollowing are comments on the vrorking 
as possible, and a local Ministry of Labour official Of the Tribunal by two pacifists who faced 
told the press there had been difficulty in fixing tribunals during the Great War. 

a time when all members of the tribunal could John Sturge Stevens: “The tone and manner 
meet. j i i 

M A , in which the question; were asked shows some 
, “a to the ae ae He ahaa anything understanding of the underlying situation in the 
in the nature of a protest—such as when one peace movement, but the absolutist position is 
applicant said he refused to observe the condi- not being understood--no questions have been 
tion of Seem Die Boe tn in the decision— put to applicants as to whether they will accept 
prevacid a i empt to argue was the alternative service offered. Naturally these 

3 a . camps are conce ti 

Some opportunity for discussion, was, how- ner out of eee aes eee. ae 
ever provided. In most cases the chairman atmosphere of the tribunal was very much 
asked if the applicant belonged to any peace different from that of the war tribunals: the 
oe ear mentioning the Peace Pledge Union members were very much more tolerant to ap- 
in particular. : 4 

; 1 b 

There .were practically no questions of the ee seer giee acest. colineRaDs=ace mo! 

type designed to confound applicants, such as John Hoyland: “ Unfortunately I did not wit- 


were common during the War. wn ol; 
ie ee ieee {ribunals. 1 had to appear 
ae 7 efore a tribunal in India. It was a very homely 
Conditional Exemption affair and the presiding judge was a personal 
There was nothing to choose between the friend of mine. There were only four of us, all 
applicants so fur as evidence of the-sincerity of Quaker missionaries. We were absolutists, and 
their Objections was concerned. Yet no distinc- took the line that we had work of national im- 
tion was made, in the decisions, between appli- portance already in hand, and of a very urgent 
cants for complete exemption and others. All nature; we were therefore opposed to any con- 
the exemptions were conditional, except for one nexion with the military machine.” Mr. 
case where physical disabilities left the tribunal Hoyland said all four were granted total 

with virtually no option. exemption. 
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Objectors 


CONDITIONAL EXEMPTION 
GRANTED TO SEVENTEEN 


Chairman Says That It Will 


Be Some Time Before Next 


Session 


Is Held 


HE first local Tribunal under the Military Training Act sat at Birmingham 


on Thursday, July 27, 


It disposed of the first 18 of the 460 cases of conscientious objection to military 
service which have been registered in the Birmingham area. 
Below we give a full report of the proceedings. 


THs sitting was intended as an introduc- 

tion of the tribunal to the work it has 
in hand and a guide to future procedure. 
It is expected that at a later period several 
sessions will be held every week. 

All the eighteen men who applied were 
granted registration as conscientious 
objectors for a year-—the period which 
covers the liability for service of mén of 
their age—but the conditions varied. In 
two cases men who did not object to non- 
combatant service with the military autho- 
rities were registered for such units as the 
R.A.M.C.; in six cases where the objection 
went further they were ordered to undergo 
training at the civil training centres or 
camp organized by the Ministrz of Labour, 
and likely to be concerned with re- 
afforestation; in nine cases they were 
registered conditionally upon remaining at 
their present work, which was of national 
importance; and in one case, that of a 
deaf applicant, the registration was un- 
conditional. 


Condition Rejected 


Only one applicant refused to accept 
conditional exemption: a young North- 
ampton butcher, who refused all forms of 
service, was ordered to attend the Ministry 
of Labour training centre. He replied: 
“T refuse to do that.” 

{n almost every case the conscientious 
objector was accompanied by a relative, a 
minister or a friend, who assured the 
Tribunal of a permanent association 
between the applicant and a religious body 
holding certain tenets on the subject of 
violence and fighting, an organization like 
the Peace Pledge Union, or a long, well- 
expressed devotion to pacifist ideals. No 
evidence was taken on oath. 


The members of the Tribunal, of whom 
all must be present, were Judge E. H. 
Longson (Chairman), Professor J. G. Smith 
(Vice-Principal of Birmingham University), 
Mr. G. Trevelyan Lee (formerly Town 
Clerk of Derby), Councillor E. Purser 
(formerly Lord Mayor of Nottingham, and 
a Labour member of that City Council), and 
Mr. A. H. Gibbard (general secretary of the 
National Society of Brass and Metal 
Mechanics). 

The Chairman said it seemed that the 
Tribunal would be the first in the country 
by some considerable time. 


The Proceedings 


The first few cases to be dealt with were 
Christadelphians. These were represented by 
Mr, John Carter, editor of the Christadelphian 
magazine. 

These boys were all required to give the date 
of their baptism, and proof of their membership 
of this church. 

They all had to describe their occupation. 

Mr. John Carter, however, stated their case 
for them at the beginning of the tribunal, when 
the first boy was called up. 

Mr. Carter stated that the Christadelphians 
were a body of people who from their inception 
have adopted the attitude that military service 
is not acceptable because of the teaching of Jesus 
Christ. They believe in the early return of the 
Lord Jesus Christ, and in the meantime can take 
no part in politics or military service. 

Mr. Carter mentioned the Prime Minister's 
statement that there were those who took the 


We Regret 


that owing to extreme pressure on 
space we have been obliged to hold 
over our regular features 
“From the. Editor’s Notebook,” 
* Books ” and 
** Letters to the Editor ” 


strongest objection to being connected with 
military forces, but were quite willing to do other 
service. The application of these boys was for 
complete exemption from all forms of military 
service, but at the same time they were willing 
to take civil work under civil control. 


Nature of Alternative Service 


The chairman replied to Mr. Carter by 
describing the nature of the alternative service 
which would be offered to objectors, which was 
as follows :— 

The boys would be required to enter camps 
specially allocated to Conscientious Objectors, 
under the control of the Ministry of Labour. 

The work would consist of :— 

1. Construction of recreation grounds. 

2. Improvement of camping sites, i.e., camps 
for objectors, not military camps. 

3. Draining of training areas. 

4. Agricultural work; growing of crops for 
consumption by the troops. 

5. Filling in of trenches. 

Note.—It was stated there were already two 
such camps in existence, one at Kershope Foot, 
and one in Yorkshire. These were old instruc- 
tion centres for the Ministry of Labour unem- 
ployed. 


Must Report Change in Job 


Ist Case.—W. E. Lewis, 29 Watwood Roaa, 
Hall Green. Occupation: Working at W. 
Parkinson & Sons, Iron Lane, Stechford 
(making street lamps). 

Decision: “We have considered your applica- 
tion, and we think it is proper you should be 
registered us a conscientious objector. The 
condition is that you should remain on that 
register so long as you are doing the class of 
metal work that is done now at Parkinson’s. It 
will be up to you to communicate with the 
Ministry of Labour if you change that occupa- 
tion, for this reason. The Act provides that once 
we have made this condition and it should not be 
kept, two things would follow. One is that you 
would have to come before the tribunal again, 
and you would run a serious risk of a penalty of 
a fine up to £5. You must be registered in that 
register for the period of one year beginning 
with the date on which you are registered.” 

Note.—The Chairman said to Mr. Carter, 
previous to giving this decision: “We think 
it is better for the community that this boy con- 
tinues with the work he is doing now.” 


Camps “Not Under Military Control” 


2nd Case.—Norman Eustace Franklin, 90 Wych- 
bold Crescent, South Yardley. Occupation: 
Shop assistant in retail ironmonger’s store. 

Question by Chairman: “ Have you been there 
all your days?” “No, I have worked in a 
grocery business.” 

Statement by Representative of Boy: “He is 
quite prepared to take work in the camps pro- 
viding they are under civil control.” 

Chairman: “I have been assured since we 
retired that they are wholly under the control 
of the Ministry of Labour.” 

Decision: “ Norman Eustace Franklin shall be 
registered as a conscientious objector, but shall 
undergo the training outlined, which is under the 
Ministry of Labour, and in no sense under the 
military control.” 

Representative: “Is the training industrial or 
agricultural ?” 

Chairman: “It is mostly afforestation, the 
keeping of these camping sites properly, and the 
rr of recreation grounds. It is an outdoor 
job. 

3rd Case.—Norman Hart Clare, 136 Hanging 
Lane, Northfield. Occupation: Grocer's assis- 
tant in Ten Acres & Stirchley Co-op. Stores. 

Chairman: “Have you had employment pre- 
vious to this?” The boy replied ne had been a 
greengrocer’s assistant. 

Chairman: “ But you have been in shops, not 
working with your hands? That is, you have 
not been at any skilled trade?” The boy 
replied he had not. ; 

Decision: “You shall be registered on the 
register of conscientious objectors, and go to the 
Ministry of Labour Training Camp.” 

4th Case.—Alfred John Clare—Twin to the 
above. 

Note.—The Chairman remarked this would 
probably be a “twin decision,” but then inquired 
the occupation of this boy. He replied he was a 
motor body builder, engaged in making jigs and 
tools at the Austin Motor Co, 

Decision: “The tribunal shall register you as 
4 conscientious objector providing you continue 
to do the class of work that is being done at 
the Austin now.” 

5th Case.—David John Brake, 64 Dora Road, 
Small Heath. Occupation: Employed by the 
Singer Motor Works. 
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Question: “ Have you worked in the workshops 
there?” 

brake: “Not at all.” 

Representative: “He has previously worked in 
the mines in South Wales.” 

Decision: “ You will go on the register of con- 
scientious objectors, subject to this condition; 
that you shall remain on that register so long 
as you continue to do the class of work which 
Singer’s are doing now. Keep in mind the risks 
you are running. If you go out of that class 
you will find yourself here, and probably fined.” 


6th Case.—Horace William Arundale, 64 Clifton 
Road, Aston. Occupation: Progress clerk at 
Hardy Spicers (Makers of propeller-shafts for 
cars). 

Chairman: “Before that had you any skilled 
training?” 

Arundale: “No, just office work.” 

Decision: “The decision of the court is that 
you should register as a conscientious objector 
on condition that you continue doing the class of 
work that you are doing at Hardy Spicers.” 

The case above was the last Christadelphian. 


Question to a Socialist 

%th Case.—William Evetts Judd, 79 Barrows 
Lane, Yardley (Member of Little Bromwich 
Peace Pledge Union Group). Occupation: Clerk 
- the Erdington branch of the Corporation Gas 

ept. 

Statement: “I wish to express my love for 
my native land, which is very dear to me, and 
my appreciation of the fine traditions of freedom 
and toleration of thought that have come down 
to us through the centuries. I wish to preserve 
the most worthy things, and to do what I can to 
help by personal service. I do not think they 
can be preserved by methods of violence. I feel 
that as this scheme is being brought forward as 
part and parcel of the Military Training Act 
I can do no other than ask for complete 
exemption. 

a If it was introduced by a socialist government 
working for the common weal I would have 
volunteered for any work that might have proved 
more serviceable than my present employment.” 

Chairman: “If a Socialist Government had 
been in power, and had felt compelled to con- 
duct a war...?” 

Judd: “I should still have felt it impossible 
to volunteer for military service.” 

When asked if he would be willing to take part 
in alternative service Judd replied that he con- 
sidered this to be part and parcel of the Military 
Training Act, and asked for complete exemption. 

A friend, Mr. J. M. Parry, member of the same 
Peace Pledge Union Group, was then called to 
testify to his convictions. Mr, Parry stated that 
Judd's grounds were more religious and ethical 
than political. 

Chairman: “I was only wondering why he had 
dragged in the word ‘socialist ’.” 

Mr. Parry in reply pointed out that this in 
Judd’s statement had been spelt with a small 
not capital “s.” : 

The chairman then inquired Judd’s occupation. 
; Judd: “I am working as a clerk and salesman 
in the Gas Showrooms” 

Chairman: “Is that Corporation work?” 

Judd: “Yes.” He added that he was taking 
an evening course of 5 years in gas supply and 
engineering. 

Chairman: “‘ Have you considered the question 
that I have been putting to the other boys, that 
is, as to what other work you would be prepared 
to do? You know that you are supposed to 
consider it?” 

Judd: “I have considered it. If I may, I 
should like to inquire why such work has been 
offered me?” 

Chairman: “A poor Government has got to 
find alternative work for people.” 

A Member of the Tribunal (to the friend): 
“Can you define his conscientious objection? ” 

Parry : “ He takes the view of Christian Ppaci- 
fism. He is a follower of Christ, and cannot 
imagine Christ engaging in any war.” 

Member of Tribunal: “ What knowledge have 
you of Judd?” 

Parry: “I have known him for eighteen 
months. He has been for four years a member 
of the Peace Pledge Union.” 

Chairman: “Is that Dick Sheppard's Move- 
ment?” 

Parry: “ Yes.” 

Chairman: “ You have therefore had an oppor- 
tunity of watching him?” 

Parry: ~ Yes. His aim in life is service. His 
whole attitude is based on that.” 

Tribunal Member: “Do you do any meter- 
testing? ” 

Judd: “ No.” 

Tribunal Member : “ You mean that you are a 
non-manual worker? ” 

Judd: “ Yes.” 

Decision: “We have come to the conclusion 
you will be registered as a conscientious 
objector. The condition is that you shall con- 
tinue to be on the register so long as you con- 
tinue to do the class of work which the Birming- 
ham Corporation is now doing in relation to the 
distribution of gas. You should advise the 
Ministry of Labour of any change.” 


Church Worker’s Case 

8th Case.—Frank Jordan, 29 Hartington Road, 
Lozells. 

Statement : “As a follower of Christ, it is 
against my principles to fight, or to be trained 
to fight.’ He added that he considered he was 
already doing work of national importance as 
a Sunday school leader and Church secretary, 
at Lodge Road Institute. 

Chairman: “ Just tell me. Are you a member 
of the Peace Pledge Union?” 

Jordan: “ Yes.” 

Chairman: “How tong have you been a 
member? ” 
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Face the First Tribunal 


Jordan: ©“ About eighteen months.” 
Chairman: “And the FoR?” 
Jordan: ~ No.” 
Member of the Tribunal: “Is your secretary- 
ship a full-time job?” 


Jordan: “ No.” 
Member of the Tribunal; “ What is your actual 
job?” 


Jordan: “I am a drawing office clerk at the 
Moss Gear Company.” 

Member of Tribunal: “ What are they?” 

Jordan; “Makers of gear boxes and axle 
units.” 

Member: “And you are in the drawing office?” 

Jordan: “ Yes.” 

Note.—Jordan brought a letter from a Con- 
gregational minister in Birmingham, testifying to 
the sincerity of his beliefs) This was now read 
out by the Chairman 

A friend from the same church now testified 
to Jordan's sincerity. He said: “I have known 
Mr. Jordan intimately for 4} years. I have seen 
his development as a Christian character in my 
Sunday School. I wish to testify that his objec- 
tions are really on conscientious grounds.” 

Decision.—“ You shall go on to the Conscien- 
tious Objectors’ Register. The condition is that 
you should continue on that register so long as 
you are doing the class of work that you are 
doing at the Mcss Gear Co. You heard my 
warning to the other boys, of course.” 


Christian Objection 


9th Case.—Edwin Gregory Jones, 12 Linden 
Road, Bourneville (member of the Bourneville 
Group, Peace Pledge Union). Occupation: 
Maker of Turkish delight at Cadbury Bros. 

Jones was not accompanied by a friend. The 
Chairman asked if anyone in the room could 
support him, pointing out to Jones that the last 
boy had gained exemption because “his friend 
had come to testify to his sincerity.” 

Mr. Douglas Maynard then came forward, 
stating that he had only made the boy’s acquaint- 
ance in that room, but that Jones attended his 
place of worship. 

Statement: “I cannot accept the demands of 
the Military Training Bill. Also in my social- 
istic view I cannot go to war against the workers 
of other countries who have no quarrel with me, 
or I with them.” 

Chairman : “ Do you belong to any peace move- 
ment? ” 

Jones: “ Yes, the Peace Pledge Union.” 

Chairman: “ How long?” 

Jones: “Since conscription was introduced.” 

Chairman: “Are you connected with any 
church?” ; 

Jones: “I am now away from my home, which 
is in South Wales.” 

Jones then handed a letter from his father to 
the Chairman, who read it aloud. The father 
wrote: “I understand that my son Edwin 
Gregory Jones is appealing for exemption. _ 

“T have known his sincere views in all things 
apertaining to military service for some time. 
He was a leader at a Sunday School at Tony- 
pandy, where he was taught that war in any form 
is anti-Christian. From his attitude during the 
past few years he is sincerely prepared to stand 
on his faith. He has always abhorred the ideas 
of conflict in any form.” 

Mr. Maynard here stated that he had been 
working in the Rhondda Valley where Jones came 
from, and was aware of a strong pacifist feeling 
there. He added that Jones had told him he 
attended Bournville Friends’ meeting, and had 
done so for the last three years, but they had 
not become acquainted as Jones attended in the 
evening. 

Member of the Tribunal: “ What is your occu- 
pation at Cadbury's?” 

Jones: “I am a maker of Turkish delight.” 

Member of Tribunal: “Do you he!p in the 
manufacture ? ” 

Jones: “ Yes.” 

Another Tribunal Member: “Are you a 
vegetarian ?” 

Jones: “No.” 

Jones then stated: “ Ever since I was a boy I 
have been brought up in the Christian faith. I 
feel now that my views have strongly developed 

(Continued on opposite page) 
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and I cannot in any way take part in military 
service.” 

Decision: “You should register as a con- 
scientious objector. The condition is that you 
shall go into the training work provided by the 
Ministry of Labour. Particulars of that will be 
sent to you.” 

10th Case.—Richard Haywood Jones did not 
attend. No reason given. 


Member of a Community 

llth Case.—William James Hand, 109 South 
Road, Handsworth. 

Statement: “I am a communicant member of 
the Church of England, at St. Michael’s Church, 
Handsworth. I am Sunday School Secretary, 
and a member of the Francesean pacifist com- 
munity. He stated that the Gospel of Our Lord 
had made it clear to him that war and prepara- 
tion for war are incompatible with that Gospel.” 

Hand was represented by the Vicar of St. 
Michael’s, Rev. King, who was then called upon 
to testify for hiin. 

Mr. King was asked by the Chairman if paci- 
fism was generally accepted by his church. Mr. 
King replied that it was not, but that Hand sin- 
cerely held his pacifist beliefs “In spite of all 
I have tried to teach him.” 

Hand was then asked to state his occupation. 
He replied that he was engaged in making road 
springs. 

Decision: “That you shall go on the register 
of conscientious objectors on the condition that 
you go to the training centre provided by the 
Ministry of Labour.” 


12th Case.—Ernest William Frederick Harfies, 
65 Stockwell Road, Handsworth. 

Statement: Harries stated that he was a 
Christian, and could therefore have no con- 
nexion with military service, but would sustain 
or save life provided that was not connected 
with the military; “In the RAMC I inevitably 
become a member of the war machine.” 

Chairman: “Yes, that is true, but I am not 
going to argue. How far did you mean that you 
were quite prepared to serve mankind in a 
Christian way?” 

Harries replied he was already a member of 
the Auxiliary Fire Brigade. 

Chairman. “ Are you a member of any pacifist 
body?” 

Harries replicd he was not, as he understood 
no peace Movement was connected with ARP. 

Chairman: “You are prepared to do that?” 

Harries: “ Yes.” 

Chairman: “ What is your job?” 

Marries: “I am doing office work at a 
builders’ merchants in Birmingham.” 

A friend was then called to testify to Harries’s 
convictions. 

Chairman: “You have known this boy for 
several years?” 

Friend: “ Yes. He came to me when the first 
possibility of conscription was mooted. This was 
the decision he has honestly come by.” 

(Note-—The friend was a minister from 
Somerset Road Church.) 

Tribunal Member: “ Why is he not willing to 
help save life in the RAMC in the case of 
victims who would not be rendered such by any 
action of his? 

Harries: “I am automatically assisting the 
war machine, and that is what I am opposed to. 
The next war will be against the civilian popu- 
Jation, and therefore the greatest need will be 
at home.” 

Tribunal Member: Does the applicant under- 
stand the RAMC is a non-combatant service, not 
responsible for any casualties? He will only be 
there to save life.” 

Another Tribunal Member: “Do you do much 
ARP service? What I mean is, does that involve 
a considerable amount of time?” 

Harries: “One night a week.” 

Tribunal Member: “What is your real office 
work?” 

Horries: “Just ordinary office work?” 

Decision: “You shall go on to the conscien- 
tious objectors’ register. The decision is that 
you go to the training centre under the Ministry 
of Labour.” 


To Do Non-Combatant Service 


18th Case.—George William Arnold, 203 St. 
Vincent Street, Ladywood. Occupation: Buyer's 
assistant. 

Chairman: “Are you connected with the PPU 
or any other peace movement? ” 

Arnold: ~ No.” 

Chairman: “Any church?” 

Arnold: “I am a member of the Ladywood 
Methodist Church.” 

Chairman: “Have you brought anyone with 
you?” 

Arnold: “ No, but 1 have brought a letter from 
the minister of the church to which I belong.” 
(This letter stated the boy would be willing to 
join the RAMC.) 

Arnold: “I am a buyer’s assistant in an elec- 
trical store.” ‘ 

Decision.—Arnold was ordered to be regis- 
tered for non-combatant service such as the 
RAMC. 


14th Case.—Ernest Cecil Bates, 66 St. Stephen’s 
Street. Birmingham. Occupation: Warehouse 
worker. 

Statement: Bates held that human life should 
not be taken in any circumstances. 

Chairman: “Are you connected with any 
church? ” 

Bates: “No.” 

Chairman: “Have you anyone here with you 
who could speak for your sincerity, any friends 
who might have helped you?” 

Bates: “No.” 

Chairman: “ What job are you doing now?” 

Bates: “I am a dispatch clerk in a wood- 
working firm.” 

Chairman: “ Have you considered the question 
as to whether you should help the soldiers to this 
extent—by going into the doctors’ part of it? 
Such as the RAMC? You would be helping with 
the wounded in a.military hospital. For example, 
as a stretcher bearer. You are risking your own 
life but not taking that of others.” 
—Decision.—“ You will be registered for non- 
combatant work.” 

Bates here mentioned that he hoped he would 


“THAT [IS NOT OUR CONCERN,” 


COMMENTS 


not have to go away, as he had an invalid father 
and sister. The Chairman told him he must 
appeal to the Hardships Tribunal. 


15th Case.—Raymond Howard Finnemore, 29 
Littleoaks Road, Aston. 

Statement: “Training in arms is training to 
kill, and against every Christian idea. Matching 
violence with violence will not bring peace. I 
do not consider I am shirking my responsibilities 
to my fellow-men. The best way to do my duty 
to Man and God is to minister to the needs of 
those who are afflicted by joining the RAMC or 
its counterpart in the Air Force.” 

Chairman: “What is your occupation?” 

Finnemore: “I am an apprenticed tool-maker 
at the GEC, Witton.” 

Member of the Tribunal: “Are you a vege- 
tarian?” 

Finnemore: “ No.” ee 

Decision: ‘“ You shall go on to the conscien- 
tious objectors’ register on the condition that 
you continue to be a tool-maker in such a class 
of work as the GEC do.” 


“Four Square Gospeller ” 


16th Case.—Harry Edward, 3/262 Icknield Port 
Road, Ladywood. 

Statement: This boy declared that he had a 
religious objection to fighting. 

Chairman: “ Are you a member of a religious 
movement ? ” 

Edward: “Yes, the Union of Four Square 
Gospei Alliance.” 

Chairman: “Is it one of their convictions that 
you should not fight?” 

Edward: “No, each member is left to his own 
convictions.” 

Chairman: “How long have you been a 
member ?” 

Edward: “Seven years.” 

Chairman: “Have you any member of the 
public here with you?” 

Edward: “ Yes.” 

Friend: Stated that he was a Member of the 
same body, whose resolution was to the effect 
that they deplore war but leave it to the indi- 
vidual conscience as to what form of service he 
shall take. , 

_ Chairman: “Supposing one of your members 
joined the Army, would he be dismissed from the 
body?” 

Friend: “No.” 

Chairman: “Did you discuss this matter with 
him after September?” 

Friend: “ Yes." 

Chairman: “Did you arrive at the conclusion 
that he was sincere?” 

Friend: “Yes.” 

Chairman (to Edward): “What actually do 
you do now ?” 

Edward: “I am a turner at Bellis & Morcom” 
ose ilat Works). 

hairman: “What do they make?” 

Edward: “Turbines.” pel 

Member of Tribunal: “ 
apprenticed to?” 


What are you actually 


Edward; “ Mechanical turning in a production 
shop.” 

Member of Tribunal: “Not act i - 
gece: actually in tool. 


Edward: “No.” 


Member : “ Will you be taken out of one ar 
= lee shop to another during your foot on 

ip? 

Edward: “Yes, I shall be moved for experi- 
ence. 

Decision: “ You will be registered as a Con- 
Scientious Objector on the condition that you 
must continue doing the same class of work that 
You are doing in the employ of these people, or 
would be doing during your apprenticeship. 
Should you leave the firm it will become your 
duty to let the Labour Exchange know that.” 


Objected to Killings 

Ith Case—Dennis Parkes, 74 Great Bridge 
Street, West Bromwich. 

Statement: “I believe on the law of Jesus 
Christ, and I desire to walk in the path of Jesus 
Christ. I.therefore cannot take part in military 
service.” 

Chairman: “Does your belief on the Lord 
Jesus Christ prevent you from taking life? Other 
people have that belief, but have a different 
opinion on the question of war. Does it mean 
you have a conscientious objection to killing? ” 

Parkes: “ Yes.” 

Chairman: “Are you a member of any 
religious body?” 

Parkes: “I am a member of the Plymouth 
Brethren. ° 

Chairman: “As a body, do I understand that 
they are Pacifists?” 

d Parkes: “ Yes, they object to military train- 
ing.” . 

(Note.—The. brother of Parkes testified to his 
membership of the Plymouth Brethren, and the 
sincerity of his convictions.) 

Chairman: “What is your occupation?” 

Parkes: “I am a cost accountant at Mani- 
foldia.” 

Chairman: “ You object to taking life. Would 
you object to being a stretcher bearer or to serv- 
ing any other similar capacity in the Army?” 

Parkes: “ No, I don’t think so.” 

Chairman: “You would not object to any job 
which did not involve fighting and killing?” 

Parkes: “ No.” 

Decision: “You will go on the register for 
non-combatant work.” 

18th. Case.—William Henry James Shears, 110 
Adams Avenue, Northampton (member of North- 
ampton PPU). 

Statement: “1 am a Christian Pacifist., I re- 
nounce and denounce war and refuse to support 
or sanction one. I object to military training 
because to my mind it means learning to murder 
a man I have never seen and who in all 
probability is a better man than myself. To 
achieve peace we must prepare for peace, not 
for war. The last war was the war to end war, 


CHAIRMAN 


and what have’ we learnt from it, only how to 
build stronger and bigger battleships, faster 
aeroplanes, and guns that will kill people 
quicker. 

“War will never end war, and I absolutely 
refuse to become part of the war machine. I 
refuse also to compromise, and perform work of 
national importance, other than continuing in my 
present work as a butcher, which I consider to 
be of national importance.” 

He produced a certificate of his membership 
of the PPU for over three years. 

A friend was then called. He was asked by 
the Chairman whether he had seen sufficient of 
Shears to assure him that he was sincere in his 
beliefs. The friend replied he had known Shears 
through the PPU, and also the Christian En- 
deavour Society. 

Chairman: “Are you satisfied yourself that he 
is a Christian Pacifist and that he objects to 
killing? ” 

Friend: “ Yes.” 

Chairman (to Shears): “ What do you actually 
do now?” 

Shears: “I am a butcher.” 

Chairman: “You say you refuse also to com- 
promise and perform work of national impor- 
tance? You refuse to be part of the war 
machine? ” 

Shears: “I do.” 

Chairman: “You don’t feel you ought to 
belong to any branch of the services at all. 
You would not go into the RAMC or anything 
like that—or as a stretcher-bearer in a 
hospital?” 

Shears: “ No.” 

Chairman: “Are you satisfied? ” 

Shears: “ Certain.” 

Decision: “You will register on the list of 
conscientious objectors, and the condition is that 
you shall undergo the training provided by 
the Ministry of Labour.” 

Shears: “I refuse to do that.” 

Chairman: “That is not our concern.” 

Shears: “ Very good.” 


19th Case._-Norman Wort, 10 Elmsdale Cres- 
cent, Northfield. 

Statement: Wort asked for total exemption. 
He said he was the only son of his father, and 
that his nervous disability and discharging ear 
were contracted as a result of his father’s war 
service. He had therefore always wowed and 
declared that he would not in any circumstances 
take military training. 

Wort’s ear defect was so serious that the 
Chairman had to shout in order to make him 
hear. 

Decision: That Norman Wort shall be regis- 
tered as a conscientious objector unconditionally. 


SHOULD BRITAIN 
SHELTER REFUGEES? 


(Continued from page 7) 


Meanwhile there is a danger that Czech 
refugees will pay with their lives for the refusal 
of the British treasury to allow part of the 
£10,000,000 originally lent to the Czech Govern- 
ment to be used for the migration and settlement 
of refugees from Czecho-Slovakia. 

When Germans marched in Prague it was 
announced that £4,000,00 of this amount, which 
was to be treated as a gift, would still be avail- 
able for the Czech Government, the unspent por- 
tion being reained. The £4,000,000 is not, how- 
ever, enough for the increased number of those 
who will fall in the hands of the Gestapo if they 
remain in the Czech State. But the British 
Government will not allow the rest of the money 
to be used for saving them. 

In an appeal to the British public, Eleanor 
Rathbone, MP, writes: 

“ Obviously the money cannot now be used in- 
side Czecho-Slovakia, all of which has become a 
danger zone. But as much of it as is necessary 
—probably a relatively small part—could be 
used, like the free gift, for migration and settle- 
ment. Yet the Chancellor of the Exchequer has 
just announced that the whole loan will be re- 
claimed by the Treasury, 

“Do we really want those few remaining 
thousands of hunted people on whom fell the 
sharpest edge of the Munich sacrifice to be de- 
livered over to death or torture (usually both) 
merely to effect a small economy in the vast 
resources of the British Treasury? A refugee 
worker returned from Prague recently re- 
marked, referring to those for whom she failed 
to secure British visas in time: ‘I have nineteen 
suicides at my door.’ Those suicides certainly 
do not lie at her door. They and many other 
horrors past and to come lie at the door of every 
British citizen who, knowing the position, does 
nothing to influence it. In a democratic State, 
what our Government does, we do. 

“There is still time to prevent this further 
tragedy, if only enough of us protest quickly and 
loudly enough. I suggest the usual method of 
resolutions, deputations, press letters, and above 
ali, individual letters to every MP, whatever his 
Party, from his constituents.” 


Clothes for Land-workers 

Clothes suitable for land workers are needed 
by some of the German refugees brought over by 
the GEC. If anybody can supply breeches, plus- 
fours or trousers; coats; wellingtons and stout 
leather boots, these will be gratefully received 
on behalf of the refugees by Ida Rothert, 110 
Westbourne Terrace, W.2. Blankets are also 
urgently needed. 


Concert for Refugees 
The concert for refugees reported in last 
week’s Peace News (under the heading “Rescued 
from Concentration Camps”), was held at the 
London Hostel, 122 Westbourne Terrace, W.2, 


and not at the new hostel at Lewes referred to| tional peace, but peace in our homes, our in- 


in the same report 


9 


| 


You Pays Your 
Penny... 


PDESCRIPTION of a militiamen’s 
camp in the London Star on 
Saturday : 


“There is plenty of spare time. No 
fatigues now, you know. All done by the 
boys of the old brigade, who cook and wait 
at table, and turn the handle of the potato- 
peeling machine. 

“Can't you hear the old sweat at the 
soup cauldron?...A machine for peeling 
the spuds. Blimey old Riley! ... Yes, and 
it is going to be even better than that. 
For, when we get into huts, that machine 
will be an electric one.” 


* * * 


And in the same issue this appeared 
in “The Star Man’s Diary”: 


“Militiamen from office stools are pre- 
ferred, I am told, to those from more 
physically active walks of life: they take 
more kindly to fatigues. 

“ Militiamen, despite the predictions that 
they would not have to work as hard as 
soldiers of old, have had more than a 
taste of fatigue duties. Office workers 
among them have been found ready hands 
at scrubbing floors, polishing, dusting, and 
washing up.” 


and You Takes 
Your Choice 


Have You Bought 
Your Brick ? 


HAVE you sent your contribution to the 
“Brick Fund” yet? 


Laurence Housman suggested at the 
opening of Dick Sheppard House, that 
every member should “be a brick” =nd help 
to pay for the house by paying 6d. for one 
of the 124,000 bricks of which it is built. 


Up to Wednesday morning 


12,980 


bricks had been sponsored. 


Mr. Frank B. Middleton, accountant of 
the PPU, will be glad to receive any 
further contributions at Dick Sheppard 
House, 6 Endsleigh Street, London, W.C.1. 


More Advisory Bureaux 
For C.O.s 


| Shae abe are the latest additions and 
amendment to the lists of advisory bureaux 
for COs already published in “Peace News.” 
‘(Changes should be sent to the National Advi- 
sory Bureau, 6 Endsleigh Street, London, W.C.1, 
and NOT to “ Peace News.”) 


Leicester: G. Brownless, 7 Salisbury Road, 
Leicester. (Not J. Anthony, as in Peace News 
recently.) 


Wolverhampton: C. R. Robarts, 7 St. Jude’s 
Court Tettenhall Road, Wolverhampton. (Delete 
address previously given.) 


Memorial to Keir Hardie 


A bronze bust of Keir Hardie, the pioneer 
of the Labour movement, will be unveiled 
outside the Town Hall at Cumnock,: on 
Saturday, August 19. 


The bust is by Benno Schotz, R.S.A. 


The Provost of Cumnock, Nan Hardie Hughes 
(Keir Hardie’s daughter), supported by local 
Magistrates and Councillors and pioneer workers 
with Hardie, will accept the bust on behalf of 
the inhabitants of Cumnock. 


William Stewart, Keir Hardie's biographer; 
will make the presentation. The ceremony will 
be followed by a great demonstration ‘in the 
Cumnock Public Park, where addresses will be 
given by James Maxton, MP (ILP); George 
Dallas (Labour Party Executive); E. Edwards 
(Secretary, Miners’ Federation of Great Britain, 
representing the Trades Union Congress General 
Council); Rev. James Barr, MP; Duncan 
Graham, MP; and others. 


World’s Women Can End War 


A call for women of all lands to unite in a 
crusade against war was made by Lady Sibell 
Argles, when as President, she addressed dele- 
gates to the Notts. Federation of Women’s In- 
stitutes at their summer council meeting at 
Newark recently. 

“We women have great influence,” she said, 
“and I believe that if the women of every 
country in the world would band themselves to- 
gether to proclaim their hatred of war, and work 
by every means in their power to prevent war, 
we really might have peace for all time. So let 
us work untiringly for peace, not only interna- 


stitutes. and our villages.” 
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Members of the Council elected by ballot aiter the A.G.M. 


the National Couneni of are indicated by the werd “ National.” Area representatives 


are indicated by the name of the area. Unrepresented are 


® i ; Ssei E 4 ia, i 
the Peace Pledge Union epee ce ee ee 


Charles Baldwin Ss anonatte Harold Bing Vera Brittain H. Runham Brown G. M. LI. Davies Rev. H. O. Evans Prof. I. Finnegan 


(East Midlands) Group Secretary (National) = (National) (National), (South Wales) (NAW. England) (N. Ireland) 


oe 


Mary Gamble Eric Gill 


Ruth Fry 


i : Laurence Housman Lady Artemus-Jones H. Leslie Kirkley George Lansbury Thomas L. Large 
(National) (National) (Co-opted) (National) (North Wales) (Lancashire) Daaheitie! (N.E. England) 


Stuart D. Morris Sybil Morrison a : ee 


Humphrey S. Moore (National) (London and Home _ Philip S. Mumford J. Middleton Murry Max Plowman Lord Ponsonby Canon C. E, Raven 


(Co-opted) - Chairman Counties) (National) (National) (National) (National) (National) 


Pacifists from Abroad at 


Harrogate Conference 


DACIFISTS from Denmark, France Ger- for example. that in Holland there was one 
many and Norway are among the 250 refugee to every 250 people, but in this country. 


P h € only one to every 2.200. Mrs. Philipson showed, 
| people attending the summer conference o however. that much is being done in this country 


the Peace Pledge Union at Pannal Ash by voluntary organizations and individual efforts, 

Dr. Maude Royden | College, Harrogate, this week. The confer- which she described in some detail. 
(National) ence ends on Tuesday. There was further discussion in the evening. 
The speaksrs to follow were: Tuesday, Canon 
The largest number present at any one Raven: Wednesday, Wilfred Wellock ; Thursday, 
time so far was more than 200. About a Canon Stuart Morris and Bishop Theodore 
dozen children are also with the members SE Pe oe a Andrew Stewart; 

and friends of the PPU at the conference. 3 ; 


a a On Sunday evening. the Adelphi Group per- 
The . work” of the conference began formed some of the Little Plays of St. Francis, 
with Miss Mary Gamble’s lecture on Sun- and today (Friday) there is to be an “ instruc. 


day morning. tional’ film show arranged by Miss Mary Field. 


Pacifists should be people for whom there is 
no escape from the world’s problems, she said. 
They should try to acquire singleness of mind. 

They had three jobs of conversion—conversion ° ° 
of themselves, conversion of those with whom To Distribute Leafleis 
they came in contact. and conversion of the 
world. After dealing with these tasks in detail, Before the Blackout 
Miss Gamble concluded with a special appeal to 


women to make the best use of their oppor- : 
eae On the eve of the big blackout next 


In the discussion, Mrs. Plowman suggested that be members of tne Holborn and 
each Dick Sheppard centre (of which many were >t Pancras group of the Peace Pledge 
springing up) should form a rota of women to Union will distribute coples of the PPU’s 
act as “home helpers” in the district. Others, “ Blackout” leaflets in the Piccadilly area. 


however, felt that women should not work is : 

separately from men in the PPU. One man sug- ae ee sag ae should 
gested that singlemindedness might be a synonym write to aro Sumption, : eresforil 
for “crankiness,” but another said they should Road, N.5. 

not confuse singlemindedness with the “one- 
track” mind. 


: Maurice L. Rowntrec 
Denis Riley (National) 
(Yorkshire) iad (Treasurer) 


Dr. Alfred Salier ‘ G. C. Seager Dr. Donald Soper Andrew Stewart 
(National) (Hants) (National) (National) 


Other members will post themselves out. 
side West End Tube stations. For further 
as details communicate with the City Peaca 
| “The Hunted People Book Centre, 13, Paternoster Row, E.C.s' 

The second lecture was given on Monday (telephone City 5149). 
morning by Mrs. Margaret Philipson, 
secretary of the Leeds Refugee Committee, 
and a member of the PPU. She told the 
story of “the hunted people ”—how they 
became refugees (from Germany), how 
they reach temporary places of safety, and 
their efforts to ind more permanently hos- 
pitable places. 


John Barclay 


now holidaying at Harrogate, will next 
week resume his weekly notes 


from Room 13 


Rev. C. Vincent 


John N. Wales Wilfred Wellock Williams, M.A, Alex Wood A comparison ketween the extent of the help 
iY. England) (National) (Scotland) (National) given to refugees in different countries showed, 
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Dates tor 
Your Diary 


As this is a free service, we reserve the 
right to select for publication notices sent 
in. We nevertheless desire to make it as 
complete a service as we reasonably can, 
and therefore urge organizers of events to 


J. Send notices to arrive not later than) 
Monday. 
2. Include : Date, TOWN, Time, Place (hall, 


street); nature of event; speakers, | 
organizers (and secretary’s address)— 
preferably in that order and style. 


Tomorrow (Saturday) 
HARROGATE; 8 p.m West Park Stray; open- 
air meeting; Stuart D. Morris, Dr. Alex Wood, 
and Dr Kathleen Rutherford 


Sunday, August 6 
PUTNEY HEATH; open-air meeting ; supporters 
meet at 7.15 p.m. by Zeetas at junction of High 
Street and Putney Hill; PPU. 


Tuesday, -August 8 
TOWER HILL; 12.30 p.m. Open-air meeting: 
Preston Benson; City PPU Group 


Thursday, August 10 
LONDON, E.C.4; 110-2 p.m 13 Paternoster 
Row; lunch-hour meeting; Eldon Hadley on 
“Politics or Religion? ’; City PPU Group. 
LONDON, E.C.4; 6-8 p.m. 13 Paternoster Row; 
F. H Woodcock on “Sanity of Pacifism”; City 
PPU Group. 


Friday, August 11 


LONDON. W.C.1; 8 p.m. 8 Endsleigh Gardens: | 
“Individualism or a disciplined Movement?” 
an inter-member discussion; PPU 


Saturday, August 12 
CROYBON ; 7.30 p.m. Katharine Street; open- 
uir meeting ; Kenneth Lee; PPU. 


_ Tharsday, August 17 
BETHNAL GREEN; 8 p.m Victoria Park 
Square; Basil Painting (chairman, Charles H 
Haworth); PPU- 


Sun. to Sun., August 20 to 27 
SOUTHPORT; Convention of Religions; par- 
ticulars from Convention Secretaries, “Saxen- 
holme, Albert Road Birkdale. Southport, Lancs. 


HEU 


The Basque Children = 
BOTH SIDES OF 


THE PICTURE 
SuntitiBBy Theo Wills wii 


aH 


my 


| 


‘HE summer has returned and this even- 

ing (as I write) the children have been 

playing cricket on the big lawn. They have 
never seriously taken to cricket before. 


The boys had football, which is with them a 
national game, and they were content to play it 
summer and winter; while the girls have been 
satisied to join in an occasional game of hand- 
ball. We have nothing in the nature of a squash 
or fives court, or even a big wall with no win- 
dows in it where they could play “pelota,” the 
traditional game par excellence of the Basques. 


| 
| 
i. 2 | 
But now the team is so broken up by Pepa | 
tion and dispersal in England that a decent game 
is scarcely possible. Vicente, our self-possessed | 
und capable captain, and his lieutenant, Angel, 
are back in Spain, and, wishing to take up the 
game again, write for us to send them ga ball 
and boots, which appear ' be difficult to come 
by there. 


Manolo and Jesus have been playing games in 
an English boarding school. Luis and Edmundo, 
at least until next term begins, seem to be 
spending their time chasing rabbits and 
swimming somewhere else in England. Ours 
was always an ill-assorted team as to size, 
though its skill was considerable. 


Now even an ill-assorted team does not seem 
to be feasible; so the children have remembered 
the bat and wickets in the cellar, the parapher- 
nalia of our national game, which seems as 
curious to them as “pelota,” with its strange 
long bats fixed like gloves to the hand, seems to 
us. And a pleasant sight it is to see them at 
play, beyorid the roses, and the sky reddening 
with a summer sunset. 


. . 


The other side of the picture is in Spain, with 
violence and executions continuing, struggles 
brewing, the Gestapo increasing its hold. 


Vicente writes: “I felt our separation very 
much, and although I succeeded in not crying, I 
felt a pain in my heart which increased as we 
got further and further from our unforgettable 
Langham, of which I think almost every moment 
of the day.” 


Although Vicente is not here, and it is hard to 
muster a team, we have still some thirty children 
to remember and to care for. 


This series, “‘ Under the Oak Tree,” is a weekly 
reminder of the Basque Children who are our 
proteges at Basque House, Langham, Colchester, 
Essex. All gifts mkind should be sent there. 

Donations, in cash or by cheque, should be 
sent to the Basque Fund, Peace Pledge Union, 
6 Endsleigh Street, London, W.C.1, They will be | 
most gratefully acknowledged. 


PEACE NEWS 


What The Groups 
Are Doing 


| How Peace Piedge Union groups can 


adopt children from Basque House, 
Langham, who are unable to return to 
Spain, is shown by a London group which 
has adopted B . a gir] of ten years. 

B —— had already spent holidays with mem- 
bers of the group. Now, with the consent of the 
Basque House Committee, she has entered on 
the life of an English schoolgirl by becoming 


;a pupil at a secondary school in the group’s 


neighbourhouc. 

A committee. formed of PPU members 
specially interested in the scheme is responsible 
for raising tunds for the child's gencral welfare. 
One member of the committee is responsible for 
clothes and holidays; with another member and 
his wife the girl stays during term-time—so that 
she enjoys real family life. 

The committee has budgeted for an income 
of £75 per annum to cover board during term, 
seheol fees, doctor and dentist fees and inci- 
denials, and to build up a reserve fund for use 
in emergency and later for any outlay necessary 
to train B —— for a career. 

Any group desiring turther particulars of the 
working of such a scheme can be put in touch 
with the secretary of the committee by writing 
to Mrs. D. Plowman, 12 Woodside, Erskine Hill, 
London N.W.11. 


Westminster Group’s Thanks 


HE Westminster group wishes to thank all 
who, in response to a recent announcement 


in Peace News, sent parcels, many of them 
anonymous, of clothes, &c., for their Jumble 
Sale. As a result of the sale group funds were 


increased by £11 Is. 2¢. 

Members of the group are endeavouring to be 
“on the streets” of Westminster every evening 
in the week throughout the summer, and they 
are about to establish themselves in a permanent 
home from which they can conduct their out- 
door activitics more effectively . 


Moseley and Kings Heath 
: Garden Party 


4 Bee Moseley and Kings Heath groups held a 
successful garden fete a fortnight ago in 
aid of their refugee fund. In spite of the un- 
settled weatner a ful! programme was carried 
out, which included games, sideshows, competi- 
tions, dancing displays and a filin show. Receipts 
Course, 87 Taggart Avenue, Liverpool, 16. 


Activity at Stratford 


HERE is already intense activity in the 

Stratford group which was only formed at 

the end of June. Membeiship is growing 

rapidly and meetings are held on alternate 
Tuesdays at 8 p.m. in St. Helen's House. 

The group so far contains five COs and one 
ex-CO. Members are busy calling on signatories 
in the district. A mass Peace Néws selling was 
was held in Stratford Breadway a fortnight ago 
which proved well worth-while. 


New Grantham Group 


d ees recert visit of Alf Opie and the Tramp 

Preachers to Grantham has resulted in the 
formation of a new group there. 

Over a dozen people, mostly PPU members, 
attend the first mecting last week, which com- 
menced with the apvointment of officers and the 
formation of an executive committee. It was 
decided that the group should meet fortnightly, 
and a programme was arranged culminating 
with a “Mock Tribunal” to be held in 
September. 

A local Advisory Bureau for COs is to be 
formed by the Executive Committee, and all 
COs in che district are asked to get into touch 
with A. R Hickinbotham, 28 Gorse Rise, 
Grantham, who will be pleased to supply any 
information regarding the group and its 
meetings. 


Swanscombe Debate with 
Labour Party 


Ley ere eaee tle group recently arranged a 


debate with the local brancn of the Labour. 


Party. 

The Motion “That pacifism is the only way 
to lasting world peace” was proposed by Basil 
Painting and seconded by George Dudney. No 
vote was taken, but considerable interest 
resulted, and a continuation of the debate has 
been arranged for September. 

At_a recent open-air meeting Basil Painting 
and Donald Port were the speakers. Consider- 
able interest was aroused anc the West Kent 
Regional Publicity Van helped to this end. 

Tne autumn programme is now being 
arranged. 


Mock Tribunal at Nottingham 


A a crowded meeting of the Nottingham 
Central Group last week an “ Advance 
Tribunal” was held at which two pacifists were 
“on trial” tor refusing military service. The 
members of the tribunal were not necessarily 
Pacifists and consisted of a solicitor. who was in 
the chair, a trade union official and three 
business men. 

The applicants were not of military age, one 
having been a CO during the War; it was 
thought that the young men of 20 who were 
present would profit by their experience. The 
whole procedure was conducted in an atmo- 
sphere of a court and the questions asked were 
those that will presumably be asked at the 
Tribunals. 

The verdict was that neither had proved their 
case, not having sufficient written evidence, this 
being the point that was most stressed, and the 
cases were adjourned for a fértoight. 


O successful has been the combined effect of 
printed programmes, Nottingham scheme 
calls. circulars _to Jocal organizations, &c., that 
the Holborn and St. Pancras Group last week 
bettered its own record by having nearly eighty 
people at an ordinary weekly group meeting. 


Loughborough Interested—Despite 
the Police 


N spite of warnings from the police against 

the holding of open-air meetings in the 
Market Place, Loughborough group held such a 
meeting on Friday evening and created quite a 
stir. 

A good crowd listened very attentively to 
Ewart and Gordon White, of Coalville, and Dick 
Richards. Members of the crowd continued the 
discussion after the meeting. Large numbers of 
young men were present and the meeting was 
very orderly. 

A protest has been sent to a local newspaper 
which gave an inaccurate impression of PPU 
policy in a report of a meeting held in Lough- 
borough by the tramp preachers. 

Loughborough group has circulated copies of 
the Declaration of Peace Aims and Intentions 
of the National Peace Congress to ministers of 
religion, trades union secretaries, the press, and 
the local MP. 


Publicity Van in Glasgow Region 
HE Publicity Van spent three days in the 
Glasgow Region last week, and left 
members with a desire to have a van of their 
own. 

In Kilsyth and Kirkintilloch, despite advance 
publicity. interest was weak. though a good deal 
.of literature was sold-and distributed. 

Blantyre and Hamilton proved morc in- 
terested, and new contacts were made at both 
places. In Blantyre it is hoped that a new group 
will result. 

The Van concluded with an open-air meeting 
in Glasgow, which was moderately successful 
in spite of miserable weather. 

Open-air meetings in Rose Street, Glasgow, 
will recommence tomorrow, as they have proved 
a useful method of keeping the PPU before the 
public. If sufficient support is forthcoming, two 
open-air meetings will be held in the City on 
Saturdays in future—the second in Dalhousie 
Street. 


Interesting Scarborough Meeting 
“PFOWARDS a new world order"¥was the 
subject of an interesting talk by Mr. John 
Kay. of Bootham School, York, at a_ well- 
attended meeting of Scarborough members last 
week. 

The great difficulty was that we were trying 
to solve world-scale problems with small-scale 
minds, said Mr. Kay. We should try to be fit 
sort of people to live in the modern world, 
pecple whose minds had been readjusted to the 
enormous activities of the modern world. 

Part of our new mentality was the conception 
of the abundance of wealth. We must realize, as 
part of dur permanent thinking, that the 
problem of supply had already been solved 
Future statesmanship would be concerned with 
the problem of distributicn. 

We should train ourselves to be members of a 
world community. 


Cottingham Garden Party 
HE Basque House Fund benefited by a share 
in the proceeds from a garden party held 
by Cottingham (East Yorkshire) group on 
Friday evening. 

The group has extracted a promise from its 
local (Conservative) MP to address a meeting in 
the autumn. 

Members have also assisted at the open-air 
meetings held by Hull group every Wednesday 
evening outside West Park Gates. Large crowds 
listen with interest to the pacifist message, many 
listeners appearing regularly. 


Hyde Park Platform 


S the organizers and regular speakers at the 

Hyde Park meetings on Sundays will be 
away during August, it was announced on Sun- 
day evening that there would be no further 
meetings until September. 

Several members, however, consider that, 
owing to the growing interest in this work, it 
would be a pity to call even a brief halt. 
Fredrick Lohr has therefore arranged for the 
flag and the No Conscription banner to be picked 
up from 6 Endsleigh Street-by any PPU member 
wishing to carry on during the absence of Mrs. 
Arnold and himself. 

Mr. Lohr asks us to thank “that little group 
of faithful supporters who regularly turn up 
each week to encourage us in our work.” 


Truro Conference Plans Campaign 
ANY members in Cornwall attended a con- 
ference held at Truro on Saturday. 

Speakers included Mr. Burnett. of Perranwell, 
and Mr. Radford, of Redruth (Secretary, West 
Cornwall Pacifist Council), and Mr. E. C. 
Maddax, Area Organizer. 

After some discussion it was resolved: 

1. That the present West Cornwall Pacifist 
Council now become the Cornwall Regional PPU 
Council; 

2. That a Propaganda Committee, consisting 
of one delegate from each group with powers 
to co-opt two others, be formed immediately; 

3. That the Propaganda Committee meet the 
Council and report once every three months. 

John Barclay is to visit Cornwall from Sep- 
tember 25 to 28, whilst an open-air campaign is 
to be started immediately. It is hoped to hold 
a series of meetings around Truro, Camborne, 
Redruth, St. Ives and Penzance, at which Mr. 
Maddax will be present. 

All groups and members who wish to assist 
in this campaign in any way should write imme- 
diately to the Regiozy: Secretary, Mr. Radford, 
3 Albany Road, Redruth. 
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ACCOMMODATION 


To Let 


CORNWALL (Polruan, Fowey) September, 
Newly furnished house, sleep four. Bath, H. & C., 
electricity. £2 2s. weekly.—Turner, “ Bright- 
side,” Broughton, Hampshire. 


FOUR ROOMS with own kitchen and bathroom. 
Or top (second) floor flat, 2 rooms and large 
kitchen, newly deccrated. Quiet house near 
Heath and Golders Hill Park.—Box 192, Peace 
News, 3 Blackstock Road, N.4. 


HEALTH AND MEDICAL 


MISS J. D. WALLINGTON (and Mrs. Helen 
Whitticom), health practitioner, osteopath, bone- 
setter, treats all conditions of ill-health by 
natural methods. Consultations by appointment. 
1 Ashley Place, S.W.1 (Victoria 0131), and 2 
Norton Way North, Letchworth (Letchworth 


885). 
PERSONAL | 


BECOME A NON-SMOKER !—If P.P.U. Mem- 
bers became non-smokers and donated a fraction 
only of the money saved, a Fund of over £50,000 
would be available each month to win every 
constituency for peace—and this with consider- 
able personal gain, in money and health! 
Become a non-smoker! !—Wainley Non-Smoking 
Course, 87 Taggart Avenue, Liverpool, 16. 


GERMAN LADY TEACHER, PPU member 
(Refugee) wishes to get into touch with teacher 
or other lady worker who would be willing to 
help by sharing her furnished flat (Highgate 
district). Rent 15s. per week each.—Write: Miss 
Eisner, c/o 92 Lausanne Road, Hornsey, N.8. 


{ SITUATIONS | 


Wanted 


CATHOLIC WORKING HOUSEKEEPER, 
educated, middle aged, now Northants, free. 
Living wage. Good reference.——Box 194, Peace 
News, 3 Blackstock Read, N.4. 


DOES ANYONE want a pacifist clerk ? 
Typing, book-keeping. general routine. Just 
under 21.—Knights, 50 Merton Road, S.W.18. - 


SS ee 

GERMAN JEW (18) requires post in England. 
Clerk-bookkeeper by profession.—Apply Peace 
News, 3 Blackstock Road, N.4. 


WHERE TO STAY : 


COTSWOLD COTTAGE, twixt Wychwood and 
Woodstock. Occasional vegetarian guests. Rest- 
ful garden, lovely views, station.—Delaney, 6 
Enstone Road, Charlbury, Oxon. 


DERBYSHIRE HILLS. Vegetarian 
Reform Guest House. Alt. 600 ft. For happy 
holiday or restful recuperation. Increased 
accommodation. Central heating throughout; 
h. and c. water in all bedrooms. Central for 
conferences.—A. & K. S. Ludlow, The Briars, 
Crich, near Matlock. Telephone Ambergate 44. 
Station, Ambergate (L.M.S.) 


Food 


HAMPSHIRE. Board-residence, charming 
country cottage; bath (h. & c.), garage; 
moderate terms. — Eavis, Broadhalfpenny 


Cottage, Tadley, Basingstoke. 


The Notice Board 


Items must be received by MONDAY 
Meetings - 


Westminster.—Meeting fo- Westminster pacifists 
to discuss organization of lunch-hour meetings; 
St. John’s Hall, Monck Street, off Horseferry 
Road, 6 p.m., Wednesday, August 9. Any able to 
attend should send names and suggestions to 
D. F. Roy, 61, Uffington Road, S.E.27. 

Hounslow group now meets every Wednes- 
day, 8 p.m. in Tub Tree Café, Staines Road, 
Hounslow, instead of in Beacon Café, as pre- 
viously. 

Ilford.—Open-air meetings held every Satur- 
day at 830 p.m at corner of Wellesley Road 
and Cranbrook. Road (near Ilfurd LNER 
station). 

Finsbury Park.—Open-air meetings 
Park on Sundays at 11.30 a.m. 

CarGiff.—Open-air meeting in Llandaff Fields, 
Cardiff, every Sunday at 8 p.m Group meetings 
every Tuesday evening at 43 Charles Street. 


“Peace News” Sellers Wanted. 


Edmonton.—Mass selling tomorrow (Saturday) 
from 6.30 p.m. Meet outside Regal, Edmonton. 

Orpington.—Every Saturday two members sell 
in Orpington High Street. Volunteers wanted. 
Write W. G! Howard ,11, Willett Close, Petts 
Wood, Kent 

Mass Selling, Charing Cross Station, Friday, 
August 18, 5-8 p.m. Volunteers meet at car with 
poster in Craven Street, Strand. 


in the 


Government May 


“Take Over ” Scouts 


A WARNING to the Boy Scout 
movement of possible Govern- 
ment interference was given by Lord 


Somers, deputy Chief Scout in Edin- 
burgh last night. 


He said that the Government might 
take over the youth movement in this 
country, as had already been- done 


elsewhere, and he believed there 
would be some “loss of soul.” 
—Daily Express, July 28. 


_— 
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PEACE NEWS 


August 4, 1939 


A Historie Picture: 
The First Tribunal 


Compulsory Registration Coming 


Scene at the first Tribunal under the Military Training Act, held at Birmingham 
on July 27. 

On 'eft are the members of the tribunal (left to right): Judgs E. H. Longson 
(chairman), Professor J. G. Smith and Mr. A. H. Gibbard. Immediately in front of 
them is the objector with his adviser. In the seats behind are relatives and friends 
of the objectors. In no instance was the application to be rezistered as a conscien- 
tious objector refused. (See stoxy on pages 7, 8 and 9). 


PRESS ASKED TO 
“SOFT-PEDAL” 


Identity Cards are Now Ready war tatk 


ELL-informed political cir- 

cles are now convinced that 

the Government has for 
some time been engaged in the 
preparation of a scheme for the 
introduction of compulsory national 
registration. 

Such preparations are in flat contradic- 
tion to the assurances given in the House of 
Commons on May 1 by Mr. Chamberlain ; 

Mr. R. J. G. Boothby, Conservative 
member for Aberdeen, East, then asked 
ths Prime Minister whether the Govern- 
ment would now establish a compulsory 
national service register ? 


‘PEACE NEWS 


Editorial, Publishing, and Advertisement Offices; 
3 Blackstock Road, London, N.4 
Telephone: Stamford Hill 6157 


Subscription Rates: Quarterly: 2s. 9d. Yearly: 
10s. 6d. 


THE PEACE PLEDGE UNION welcomes all who 
accept the pacifist doctrine, no matter what their 
approach. Its activity is not confined to the 
registration of those who are opposed to war, 
but promotes and encourages a_ constructive 
peace policy. Members are attached to local 
groups designed to achieve a communal peace 
mentality and extend the influence of pacifism 
by propaganda and personal example. Give 
your pledge on a postcard :— 


XI renounce war and [I will never support or 
sanction another 


Sign this, add your address, and send the card 
to the Peace Pledge Union, 6 Endsleigh Street, 
London, W.C.1. 


Mr. Chamberlain replied : “No Sir. Iam 
satisfied that the reasons given against a 
compulsory national service register as ex- 
plained by the Lord Privy Seal (Sir John 
Anderson) on December 6 have lost none 
of their force.” 

Below a correspondent gives details of 
the Government’s plan and explains its 
purpose. 


Secret Preparations 


Now no doubt remains that the Govern- 
ment has in fact been preparing such 
a scheme of national registration. 

For months past, under the direction of 
the Registrar-General, preparations have 
been going forward in secret. Each 
borough, urban and rural district has been 
divided into “Enumeration Districts,” each 
with its “ Enumeration Officer.” 

The registration will be conducted on 
census lines; every house-holder will be 
required to fill in a form. 

The information required will be much 
more detailed than that on the census 
forms, and will be designed to assess the 
“war value” of each citizen. Every single 
individual, man, woman and child, will be 
given an “Identity Card.” A copy of one 
of these cards is reproduced here. 

The holder is warned that the card may 
be needed for “important purposes” in a 
state of “National emergency.” 

The scheme is designed to facilitate 
industrial and military conscription and 
the rationing of food in war-time. Once 
the Government has this register, all the 
machinery it will need for universal con- 


_| scription will be ready at hand. 


Please hand this to your 
Newsagent 


(Newsagent's name} 


"PEACE NEWS" 


Please deliver 
to me weekly. 


Name te ee ee 


Address erecssnecssnsntse: i Rh 22) : 


AS From issuS Dated enccmcessssnusmenieeemene oe 


Note to Newsagent :— 

"PEACE NEWS" is published 
weekly as a National Newspaper at 
the retail price of 2d. It is obtain- 
able by your wholesaler at the usual 


rates from the Publishers at 
Blackstock Road, London, N.4. 


| CUT OUT-FOR RETURNS | 
No. 164 4.8.39 164 A.8.39 


“ Weeding Out” the Undesirables 


The Identity Card will help the work 
of weeding out “undesirables” from the 
population; and, in time of war, every 
citizen will be required to carry one as an 
aid to the identification OF casualties after 
air-raids, 

Local government officisle were hasten- 
ing to complete the preparation of the 
machinery for the early part of August, 
and the wording on the card makes it 
quite clear that the registration is to take 
place in peace-time. This is significant. 

The Parliamentary recess starts today, 
and the House will not be sitting to give 
the registration a statutory basis. It will 
be interesting to see whether an attempt 
is made to rush it through under an Order 
in Council, or whether the Government 
will pretend that the Census Acts provide 
sufficient legal authority. 


Blow to Democracy 


Whichever course is adopted, the scheme 
is evidence of the weakening of the demo- 
cratic principle in these islands. It is 
astonishing that the Government should 
feel so sure of itself, that it can prepare 
to take such a drastic step with such 
thoroughness and detail when it has no 
legal authority to do so, and no opportunity 


Exclusive to “Peace News” 


of obtaining such authority in the near | 


future. 

In May this year, Mr. Chamberlain’s 
announcement of conscription was greeted 
as though it had the force of an edict; 
afterwards his edict was given the force 


A REQUEST to the press to soft-pedal 
talk of “the next war” and “ inevit- 


| able war,” and to pay more attention to ex- 


pressions of belief that war can be avoided, 
has been made by a group of influential 
people. 


of law by an Act of Parliament. Now, it 
seems, Mr. Chamberlain can dispense even 
with this formality. 


Some of them are connected with the 
newspaper world, but they have no con- 
nexion with the Government. 


THE Y’LL ORDER You Their request has made a deep impres- 

sion in Fleet Street. In at least one news- 

TO CARRY ONE paper office a considerable stir has been 
OF THESE £ 


caused by a notice to the staff on the lines 
Facsimiles of the 


indicated. 

cover and part of the 
inside of the Identity 
Card prepared by the 
Government as part 
of its compulsory 
registration scheme. 
A copy is in the 
possession of the well- 
informed  correspon- 
dent who supplied 


Peace Is Also News 


Instructions have been given that reports 
of pacifist speeches and activity are to be 
treated on their merits as news items. 
Hitherto such reports have generally been 
boycotted. Now, however, reporters are 
finding that stories emphasizing Britain’s 
preparedness for a war in the near future 
are not such good “copy” as formerly. 

Statements that there will be no war for 
i some time have, of course, often been given 
us with the facts prominence by the Beaverbrook press, But 
reported here. it has been suggested that this policy has 
onnoncnowanccccccnsouconcsseaussecszersasesnssecusssesesesases | been dictated by concern for business in- 

NATIONAL REGISTRATION \terests which suffer when the public gets 
too “jittery” and refuses to spend its 
money. 


NATIONAL 
REGISTRATION 


IDENTITY 
CARD 


NATIONAL R 


Hopes of a Settlement 


The request to the press as a whole has 

not been dictated by such considerations. 

bo NotHIne w | Lhe people who have made it believe there 

untk you | is no reason to despair of a European settle- 
ment being reached. 

It is significant that, in countries much 
nearer to Danzig than we are, a much 
calmer mood prevails than is to be found 
among the British public. This is doubt- 
less due to the prominence with which our 
press has invested all news of military pre- 
parations, to the virtual exclusion of other 
news, equally important, which gives a 
less sensational impression. 

If the press responds to the new 
approach, this state of affairs should be 


Coed susscceseuesepaceusescesusaucnssevesseaeus--cesccenescersr | remedied. 


1 Th tdentiey Card must be caralully preserved. You 
may ead i¢ under conditions of national amargancy for 
tenportant purposes. Y, nat fore it of allow it to 

ttelan of complataly tort 
ton at any local National 
Regutradon Offre 

2 You may have ta thew pour entity Card to parnont 
whe ara suthariad by law to ask you to praduce iL 

3 You must not allow your Identity Card to pas inte 
tha hands of unauthorised parions or atrangert. Every 
sfown up parson sheuld be rexponuible for the beeping of 
bis ar her Manuty Card. The identity Card of a child 
thould ba bapt by the pirant of guardian er parton in 
Charge of tha child bor tha time bas ing. 

4. Anyana finding thin Card must hand mt a 1 Poles 
Station ar Nacional Reptration Office 


Put Postal Addcam of Ader 


Published from Editorial and Publishing Offices, 3, Blackstock Road, London, N.4, by “ Peace 
News,” Ltd. (Registered Office, 6, Endsleigh Street, London. W.C.1), and printed for them by The 
Walthamstow Press, Ltd. (T.U.), Guardian House, Forest Road, London, £.17. 
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